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A one day seminar providing advice, training and 
information for community-based organisations to 
counter racism and far-right terror. 


In 1995 Searchlight Educational Trust launched 
When hate comes to town, a community 
handbook designed to give practical support and 
guidance to community groups that are opposed 
to racism and fascism. The handbook has been 
well received and it is this type of work that SET 
is building on. 


Communities combating hate is an ongoing 
project that aims to enhance networks of 
support to organisations that seek to develop 
community-based responses to racism and 
far-right terror. 
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Workshops include: 

@ A round up on far right-wing groups 
and their activities 

@ The myths and facts about racism 

@ Trade Unions combating hate in the ¢ a % 

To register send £15 before 


community 
@ Working with young people — the Friday 31 August to: 
deconstruction of ‘Race’ ~ Searchlight Educational Trust 
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@ How to use the media effectively PO Box 1576, 






@ Monitoring and combating racial Ilford IGS ONG. Pee 
" harassment in the community Tel: 020 7681 8660 CHARITIES 
@ Open forum Oldham, Bradford, a Fax: 020 7681 8650 BOARD 





summer of tension email: community@s-light.demon.co.uk 











The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


A virtual reality party 

The British National Party is the big gainer from the 
recent disturbances in the north of England. Following 
its electoral gains in the June general election, the party 
has busying itself across the country. Or so it would 
appear. The truth is slightly different. The BNP 
campaign is being waged through a media only too 
willing to give the fascists attention. Up and down the 
country the press is giving the BNP the oxygen of 
publicity. The coverage given to Nick Griffin during his 
recent trip to Scotland was more akin to a Royal visit 
than one by a Holocaust denier and antisemite. 

Many readers will be surprised to learn the true state 
of the BNP today. Griffin boasts of one hundred 
branches but most of these are no more than paper 
units. Across most of London the BNP does not operate 
at all and even in the areas where it achieved good 
results there is little real party activity. In Oldham, the 
BNP campaign was run by Griffin and his local 
organiser, Mike Treacy, but with almost no local backup. 
Over 80% of those attending the party’s main canvas 
came from outside the region. 

The press is playing directly into the hands of the BNP. 
It has become the biggest cheerleader in the fascists’ bid 
for respectability. In the name of “even-handedness’, it 
is treating the BNP as it would any other political party, 
which it is not. Let us just hope that this is only a 
reflection of the silly season and that editors take a long 
hard look at the coverage given to the BNP as the dark 
nights set in. If the press does not moderate its reporting 
of what is in truth a tiny band of criminals and their 
associates, then it will have to take a share of the blame 
for the continued political rise of the fascist BNP. 


Gaining momentum 

For nine months Searchlight has campaigned for the 
removal of Donald Martin from his position as UK 
policy chairman of the Federation of Small Business. 
Now it seems we have had some success. After initially 
defending Martin, the FSB leadership is backtracking. 
Searchlight was originally dismissed as an irrelevant 
publication. We have proved we are not. Through 
persistence and the hard work of several of our readers, 
the political career of one of Britain's leading antisemitic 
distributors looks like it is about to be ended. 


Inside 


4 Behind the Bradford riots 
Paul Mezaros reports on the causes of 
the disturbances 


7 ~~ Riots don’t happen in Mayfair 
Nick Lowles on New Labour ignorance of 
the problems deprived communities face 


8 Inside Oldham BNP 
Searchlight reports from a post-election 
meeting in Oldham 


10 Segregation is the enemy 
Steve Silver condemns those who want 
to separate communities 


12 Fourth estate follies 
Nick Lowles and Gerry Gable criticise the 
media's role in promoting the BNP 


17 The story of the National Front 
In the first of two articles, Kate Taylor 
charts the rise of the 1970s NF 


21 Antisemite’s last stand 
Steve Silver reports on the moves to force 
Donald Martin out of the FSB 


24 Making internationalism relevant 
Dave Renton continues the globalisation 
debate 


27 = Italy 
Alfio Bernabei on the story of three neo- 
fascist bombers sentenced to life 


30 Canada 
Martin Thériault on the ‘new’ movement 
for a new age 


32 France 
Ageing Le Pen goes all out for 2002 


33 Germany 
Manfred Roeder goes back to jail 
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‘Bradford Riots 


In mid-July, Bradford erupted into violence as local Asians 
battled with riot police after a planned National Front rally. 
The following two nights saw white teenagers take to the 
streets. Although not unpredicted, the riot shocked most 
people with its sheer intensity and violence. Was the 
threatened appearance of a handful of Nazi thugs sufficient 
to spark this chaos or are there other deep-seated tensions 
ready to explode in the city? Paul Mezaros of Bradford 
Trades Council looks into the causes of the disturbances. 























radford is deprived: pockets of exclusion in 
Bradford are widespread and deeply 
ingrained. Bradford has suffered from deep- 
rooted deindustrialisation and is blighted by 
falling in the shadow of other towns and cities 
that have managed to establish a niche for themselves in 
the developing post-industrial economy. Bradford has 
failed to break through these disadvantages partly 
through lapses in local leadership and partly through 
racist perceptions on the part of entrepreneurs and 
skilled workers who might otherwise have chosen to 
invest, work, live and shop in the city. Consequently the 
city suffers from a spiral of low wages and low spending, 
evidenced by low and falling house prices and a degree 
of dereliction in the city centre. 

Over the past 50 years Bradford has turned into a low- 
wage local economy with a large number of migrant 
workers. The range of cultures, religious beliefs, social 
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experiences and skills that the city has gained has huge 
potential, but this is currently overshadowed by market 
failure, specifically by the impact of the interpenetration 
of racist perceptions and market forces. The result has 
been that those who enjoy more access to resources 
have generally chosen to boycott Bradford. 

In many pockets of Bradford unemployment is 
persistent. Six wards have long-term (over one year) 
unemployment rates of over 25%. Parts of Bradford suffer 
appallingly high rates of youth unemployment, for 
example over 20% in Little Horton ward. Housing 
continues to be inadequate. Thirteen of its wards are in 
the worst 10% in the country, as measured by the Index of 
Multiple Deprivation (IMD), with University ward third 
from bottom and Bradford Moor 24th from bottom. 
Poor health endures. The Health Improvement 
Programme identifies an overall premature death rate in 
Bradford around 50% above the national average. 


It is therefore possible to paint a bleak picture of 
Bradford, and as a result the city qualifies for various 
government and European funding programmes that 
seek to tackle social exclusion and regeneration. 
Without launching a polemic about the well chronicled 
failure of these schemes, one point should be borne in 
mind. The competitive nature of all this funding often 
results in different communities fighting to gain these 
monies, leading rightly or wrongly to perceptions of 
favouritism. One result of this is the often repeated 
assertion in some “white” communities that “those Pakis 
get all the money”. Whether this is true or not has 
become unimportant to many. Many people believe it to 
be true, in the same way that they regard the police as 
being soft on “Asian drug-dealers”. 

We are left with the scenario that in this badly 
deprived, run down, deindustrialised city, racist 
explanations for this unacceptable state of affairs have 
become increasingly common. Clearly there are 
opportunities in this divisive atmosphere for overtly 
racist groups to make some headway. What follows is a 
pocket-sized history of recent Nazi interventions. 

When the British National Party mass leafleted certain 
areas of north Bradford late last year, it became 
apparent to local anti-Nazi activists that it would stand 
candidates in the general election. It also became clear 
that the stated intention of Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
to target council seats was informing the party’s tactics. 
John Brayshaw stood for the party in the general 
election in Bradford North and received over 1,600 
votes, narrowly failing to retain his deposit. Although his 
votes came from across the constituency, there were 
clearly certain pockets of support, mainly concentrated 
in Eccleshill and Undercliffe. These are both relatively 
white, rundown areas, where racial antagonisms have 
been exacerbated by the local council’s reorganisation 
of education. This has resulted in white teenagers being 
sent to Carlton Bolling Secondary School. where pupils 
are overwhelmingly from “Asian’ backgrounds. 
Predictable problems regarding turf, bullying, etc have 
prompted the BNP to run campaigns about “rights for 
whites” and “stop racial assaults”, arguing that white 
youngsters are being racially attacked by young Asians. 
Clearly, as with many of the issues that the BNP 
embraces, there is some truth to this. In the midst of this 
the local rag, the Telegraph & Argus, ran incredibly 
insensitive — and inaccurate — stories claiming that racial 
attacks most commonly occur against white victims. 

The next Nazi intervention into Bradford came with 
the National Front’s announcement that it would parade 
. its race-hate filth in the city on 7 July 2001. The timing 
had far-reaching consequences. That Saturday should 
have been the culmination of the fortnight-long 
Bradford Festival including the trouble-free Mela the 
previous week. The final event, World in a City, would 
have been a celebration of Bradford’s diverse and rich 
cultural heritage. Instead of this the police pressured the 
council into abandoning the event claiming that they 
could not guarantee public safety (presumably exactly 
what they are paid handsomely to do). 

The cancellation of World in a City proved 
disastrous. Firstly the Nazis had been handed victory 
on a plate. Without even arriving, and just by 
announcing their intention to travel to Bradford, they 
had managed to cause the cancellation of precisely 
the kind of multicultural event to which they are so 
opposed. The decision itself was barely believable. 
Made late on the preceding Thursday, it was greeted 
with widespread derision. Local MP Terry Rooney 


accurately described the decision as spineless. 

Because of this cancellation the ANL moved its 
protest rally, originally intended to take place next to the 
police station, into Centenary Square. Here other anti- 
Nazi protesters including the trade unions joined them. 
Disgruntled festival organisers also turned up with their 
bright costumes lending a festive air on a sunny day. 
For several hours the protests remained relatively 
peaceful, with the large multi-ethnic crowd listening to 
speeches. However, known Nazi criminals were seen 
hanging around early in the day waiting for a chance to 
provoke trouble. Although one of them was stopped and 
searched by the police, he was allowed to carry on his 
activities. This decision was all the more alarming as 
anti-Nazis at the scene had pointed out to the police 
exactly who he was and what his continued right to 
roam would result in. 

The attitude of the large number of police officers 
present appeared to be that the anti-Nazi protesters 
were the main problem or threat to public order. While 
the few local Nazis and their hangers-on, consisting of 
racist members of Bradford City’s hooligan element who 
by now must realise that they are no longer welcome at 
Bradford’s home games, were allowed to trawl from pub 
to pub, the police confined the main body of anti-Nazi 
demonstrators in Centenary Square. Eventually this led 
to trouble. At around 4.30 pm, with the Nazis “sieg 
heiling” and hurling racial abuse, fighting broke out. 
When a well known local Nazi stamped repeatedly on a 
young Asian lad’s head, the police protected him while 
attacking other young Asians who sought to defend their 
friend. Incredibly the Nazi was still not arrested; rather 
he and his followers were escorted to yet another pub to 
continue their antics. For an hour after these events 
extremely heavy-handed policing, indeed at times quite 
brutal, was imposed and demonstrators were forced out 
of the city centre by repeated cavalry charges. The stage 
for a night of disastrous rioting had been set. 

The only winner to emerge from the mayhem was the 
BNP. The council and the police, despite the all too 
predictable support for their actions, have been 
discredited. The BNP message of Asian (Muslim) 
lawlessness has been confirmed in the eyes of its 
members and supporters. The BNP held a meeting 
in Bradford North the previous night with over 100 in 
attendance. This event was known to both the police 
and the council, yet was allowed to continue. The worry 
for anti-Nazis is how many would attend now after racial 
tensions have been even further inflamed. 

What are the lessons of these events for anti-racists 
and anti-Nazis in Yorkshire. Clearly the BNP has 
managed to attract a sizeable constituency of whites 
who feel that the main political parties do not represent 
their interests. They probably have a point. Issues 
around housing and education have not been properly 
addressed and it is difficult to imagine how the 
privatisation of education will help. 

The task for trade unionists and others must be to 
tackle these and related issues head on. Meaningless 
calls for unity will continue to fall on deaf ears. The most 
crucial argument must be that whatever the problems in 
Bradford, and they are real and pervasive, the BNP can 
offer nothing but increased racial strife. The BNP is not 
interested in the struggles of ordinary people, neither 
can it offer any solutions. Its only intervention can be to 
exacerbate a bad situation and, in making it worse, hope 
to profit. 

In the meantime all Nazis of whichever outfit should 
beware! Your presence in Bradford will not be tolerated. 
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Lord Ouseley 


divided city 
LORD OUSELEY, the former head of the Commission for 
Racial Equality (CRE), last month unveiled his long 
awaited report into race relations in Bradford. Its 
publication coincided with some of the worst rioting that 
Britain has seen for 20 years in the city. Commissioned 
by Bradford Vision, formed by Bradford council, the 
report, entitled Community Pride not Prejudice, 
described Bradford as living “in the grip of fear” and 
hopelessly divided along racial lines. Lord Ouseley said 
the report would not offer “quick solutions” but longer- 
term strategies to help unite the city. 


Main Findings 

{Communities are dividing on racial, cultural and 
faith lines. This was found to be particularly 
problematic in schooling, which is now marked by 
extensive segregation, resulting in many children 
being unaware of other communities. Some schools 
are places of “virtual apartheid”. 

™@ Mistrust of other groups is rife because “different 
cultural communities believe they get nothing while 
others get all the benefits”. 

™@ Some Asian gangs are viewed as untouchable. 

™ The fear of crime, harassment and violence is high. 
The police are afraid to tackle ethnic minority crime 
for fear of being labelled racist. According to 
Ouseley, “There is a fear of talking openly and 
honestly about problems”. 


Recommendations 

Lord Ouseley proposed a “people’s programme” to 

bring harmony and tolerance to the city. He proposed 

a number of possible solutions for the future. 

™ “There are no quick fixes — deep changes in attitude 
and behaviour must be achieved across all 
communities to make all people proud of Bradford 
as a place to live and worship.” 

A strengthening of partnerships between community 
groups, addressing diversity issues in schools to 
end “current misinformation and distortions which 
are damaging to race relations”. 

M@ There should be an audit of ethnic minorities in 
public posts. 

@ Introduction of a programme to unite communities 
and end racial hatred. 

® A review of policing. 

®@ Strong civic leadership. 


Bradford Vision said that a team would be set up to 
put the recommendations into effect. 

The report concluded: “What is now desperately 
needed is a powerful unifying vision for the district 
and_ strong political, municipal and community 
leadership. It needs a people programme that creates 
social harmony, rejects racial hatred, brings 
communities together and shows them how to value 
people of all backgrounds. The reality of all white and 
all Asian schools cannot be wished away. But there is 
no reason why these schools should not be 
successful, both for academic achievement and in 
preparation for citizenship.” 
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Ray Honeyford a 
vindicated man? 


he publication of the Ouseley report has sparked a 
Te controversy surrounding the case of a 

Bradford headmaster admonished for his views on 
race and education over 15 years ago. Many right-wing 
newspapers have been quick to pronounce that the 
findings of the Ouseley report vindicate the views 
expressed by Ray Honeyford in the right-wing Salisbury 
Review during the early 1980s. 

At the time Honeyford was the head of Drummond 
Middle School in Manningham, Bradford, the scene of 
last month’s riots. Eighty per cent of pupils at the school 
were Asian. 

“The report justifies what I have been saying all these 
years. I am struck by the irony of it all,” said Honeyford. He 
claims there is a high probability that the latest riots would 
not have happened, had his warnings been heeded. 

Honeyford retired in 1985 after public outrage at his 
statements. Between 1982 and 1985 he was a vocal 
opponent of multicultural education, favouring 
assimilation. A string of letters and articles were 
circulated criticising the council’s policy of educating 
children according to their own culture. He feels that 
Lord Ouseley has reiterated many of his observations. 
Honeyford warned at the time that “predominantly 
Asian schools are in danger of getting cut off from 
society” and that “those white children who constitute 
the ethnic minority in inner city schools are being 
educationally disadvantaged”. He believed, “There are 
Asians whose aim is to preserve as intact as possible the 
traditions of the Indian subcontinent”. 

In a simplistic manner the press have presented the 
content of both Honeyford’s and Ouseley’s observations 
as almost carbon copies of each other. “Vindicated”, 
screamed the Daily Mail, “vilified for his views on race 
but, 16 years on, this headmaster has now been proved 
right”. “I was right all along,” Honeyford declared to the 
national papers. 

Honeyford is now a regular contributor to Right Now, 
the far-right magazine obsessed by issues of race and 
immigration. The latest edition contains an article by 
Honeyford entitled “More ‘anti-racist’ nonsense”. In it he 
states, “Perhaps the biggest educational handicap our 
ethnic minority children have to suffer is self-interested 
chatter about racism”. A booklet published by Right Now, 
entitled The Macpherson Report: Anti-racist’ Hysteria and 
the Sovietization of the United Kingdom, contains a review 
from Honeyford on the back. “It is immensely reassuring 
in that it effectively destroys Macpherson and all the 
muddle-headed and dangerous nonsense he supports ... 
A splendid riposte to the ‘anti- 
racist’ zealots.” 

Honeyford has _ also 
launched vocal attacks on 
the CRE. In one issue of 
Right Now he accused the 
CRE of discriminating 
against whites and that 
in the organisation, “ethnic 
minorities are over- 
represented”. At the time 
this piece was published, 
the chairman of the CRE 
was Lord Ouseley. 
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Robin Page on Blair and the rural disaster | 
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There is no rioting in Mayfair 


By Nick Lowles 





ion Simon must have been salivating as he 
watched the Bradford riots unfold. Sitting at his 
keyboard to write his weekly column for the 
Daily Telegraph, the New Labour apparatchik 
obviously took great delight in blaming the left 
for the riots. 

“The recent events have tended to be caused by the 
cynical intervention of outsiders, and would not have 
occurred were it not for that manipulation,” he told 
readers. He went on to reassert that “the most effective 
agent provocateurs may not be the neo-Nazi Right but 
the revolutionary Trotskyist Left. 

“Given that the recent riots have been such a fillip for 
neo-Nazis ... one might have thought the supposed anti- 
Nazis would recognise their own leading role in bringing 
it about as counter-productive. Such thinking ignores the 
ruthlessness of revolutionary socialists. For them there is 
no difference between the proto-fascist skinhead youth 
and the Bangladeshi militant: there is only one working 
class, only one class struggle. Cities on fire. Police under 
siege. Oppressed urban proletariat rises up against the 
agents of the boss class. They love it. 

“Yes, the NF ‘start it’ by turning up in Asian 
communities,” Simon concludes. “But the Trotskyists are 
the catalyst without which these terrible conflagrations 
would not occur.” 

Simon is not only ignorant of the facts but 
contemptible of them as well. He was not in Bradford, 
Oldham or Burnley but feels qualified to pass judgement. 
If he had been in Oldham he would have seen gangs of 
football hooligans and nazis repeatedly try to instigate 
trouble over a number of weeks. On the day of the riot, 
a gang of 50 to 60 thugs repeatedly tried to enter Asian 
areas. He would also have seen a community repeatedly 
let down by the police. If Simon had been in Burnley he 
would have realised that a small localised dispute over 
loud music triggered the disturbances. In neither case 
was the ANL in any way involved. 

Simon's article was perhaps the extreme end of an all 
too depressing, but predictable, response from the 
political establishment. Party spin doctors whispered 
“water cannons’ while their political masters dismissed 
the disturbances as “simple thuggery”. 

From a government that was elected promising to be 
tough “on the causes of crime” this response is not 
helpful. The government has shown a distinct lack of 
leadership and few politicians, of any persuasion, have 
even attempted to tackle the underlying issues of social 
deprivation and political alienation. 

There is no doubt that there was an element of copycat 
tactics in both Bradford and Burnley. Young people, 
predominantly men, had seen Oldham explode and were 
more than happy to get in on the fun — white and Asian- 
British. There exists in Britain a growing underclass, 
divorced and alienated from mainstream society. 
Abandoned by the political parties, especially Labour, 











and increasingly separated from the traditional 
structures and traditions within their own communities, 
areas of urban Britain are imploding. 

What makes Simon's attack all the more insulting is 
that it is the political tradition he represents that has 
been partly responsible for creating these problems. 
While the economy as a whole has expanded, the 
increased prosperity has not been shared equally. 
The latest statistics, released last month, show that the 
share of national wealth of the poorest 10% of society has 
continued to decline since Labour came to power. 
A high proportion of people of Pakistani and Bangladeshi 
descent live below the government-defined poverty line. 

New Labour's preoccupation with Middle England has 
led to an understandable perception in poor working- 
class communities that the party no longer represents 
their interests. The appalling turnout in the recent 
general election, which was far lower in deprived 
working-class areas, is testament to the growing 
disillusionment with the main political parties and with 
Labour in particular. The situation is not helped when 
New Labour ‘favourites’ are parachuted into safe Labour 
seats. Sion Simon is one such example. 

This vacuum is now being filled by racism, despair and 
violence. The BNP presents itself as the voice of the white 
working class abandoned by Labour, while the anger and 
alienation engulfing many young people in the Asian 
communities is being expressed violently on the streets. 
All the time, poor white and Asian communities are 
competing against each other for regeneration money in 
what has become an unedifying “beauty contest” over 
the merits of their respective deprivation. Failures in 
economic policy, housing and education are dividing 
communities along racial lines. 

This situation is not helped by the increasing 
irrelevance of local government. There was a time when 
councillors could really make a difference to the lives of 
local people. That is no longer the case. Blair's 
government has continued the stranglehold over councils 
to the point where little can be changed. Power is 
increasingly centralised, disempowering communities. 

Issues over identity and race become more profound 
to those who have not. The more affluent the area, the 
less these things matter. Across northern industrial 
Britain, particularly in the former mill towns and coal 
mining areas, it is not just the economies that have been 
ravaged over the past 30 years but the very nature of what 
made these communities what they were. With the 
decline in their traditional industries, which often 
dominated the local economy, the heart of their identity 
has started to unravel. These are the fundamental issues 
that are continually ignored but help explain to some 
degree the current situation. 

There were some tactical mistakes in the anti-fascist 
protest in Bradford and lessons must be learnt. However, 
this does not justify Simon's attack or the government's 
dismissal of the riots as “simple thuggery”. Simon should 
take time to look at the faults in his own political outlook 
rather than score cheap political points over the left. The 
truth is that riots do not occur in Mayfair. 
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Inside a BNP meeting 


The 
Boundary 
pub, Shaw 
Road, 
Oldham 








in Oldham 


THE BOUNDARY PUB on Shaw Road was the venue for 
the British National Party’s first public meeting in 
Oldham since the general election. Searchlight spoke to 
one person who attended the meeting, which was the 
first instalment of the BNP’s campaign to win a local 
council seat in Oldham next May. 


How many people were present? 

There were at least 100. I think everyone was a bit 
surprised with the turnout because the meeting was 
advertised through word of mouth rather than leaflets. 
Most were locals but I think a few came from outside the 
area. There was certainly a bloke from Leeds and a few 
from London. At least a quarter of the crowd were 
football lads, from the FYC (Fine Young Casuals — the 
hooligan group attached to Oldham). However there 
were only three or four women in the audience. 


Where was it held? 

The meeting was held in the Boundary pub. I think the 
landlord must have been sympathetic to the BNP 
because the meeting took place in the main room of the 
pub. There was BNP literature all around the place and 
the bar staff stood listening to the speeches. 


Who were the speakers? 

Mick Treacy opened the meeting telling us how good the 
election results were. He said that there was a real 
chance of winning one or two council seats next year. 
Next up was Nick Griffin, the party leader. He talked 
about the Asians getting an easy time from the police 
and compared the number of whites arrested during the 
riots to the number of Asians, even though they had 
started the trouble. He told the stories of several white 
people who had been attacked by local Asians in the last 
few months. Two of the people mentioned were present 
in the room. 

Next up was Paul Golding, who had travelled up from 
London for the meeting. He brought a wooden podium 
with him, which caused some amusement amongst 
some of the lads. I have to admit that when I first saw 
him carrying it, I thought it was a coffin. Golding talked 
excitedly about the “new East End”, outer east London, 
where he claimed there was great potential for the party. 
He said that the recent BNP vote was a result of the new 
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modern BNP. He also went on at some length about how 
poor the anti-European vote was and how the BNP 
should draw encouragement from the low turnout 
which, he claimed, showed there was_ great 
disillusionment in Britain. Golding was an impressive 
speaker but he didn’t half drone on, by which time most 
in the crowd had lost interest. 

The last speaker was from Burnley and was a 
candidate in the election. He made a joke about the Tory 
having converted to Islam. This caused great 
amusement in the audience. 


Was the audience impressed with the meeting? 
I think everyone was on a high from the election results 
but I don’t know how many in the room will actually stay 
involved in the BNP I certainly can’t see many of the 
football lads getting involved in the leafleting the BNP 
want to do. Many of us were also fed up with the lack of 
food! The BNP told us that they were putting on a spread 
but that actually amounted to two plates of quite dull 
sandwiches, which certainly was not enough to go round. 
I must also add that some of the football lads were less 
than impressed with the bloke taking pictures. In light of 
events in recent weeks many are not too keen to have 
their photos taken. 


Do you believe in the new respectable BNP? 

The speakers certainly tried to give the impression of the 
BNP being a moderate party, but many in the audience 
were hardcore. It was quite funny to see that the table 
directly next to the speakers was full of football hooligans. 
Also in the audience was this loyalist from Liverpool. 
Apparently he was out in Oldham once or twice during 
the election campaign. Also there was Dave Probert, 
a nazi who was active back in the 1980s with the British 
Movement. Since the troubles began in Oldham, he and 
his mate, Joe Smith, have been hanging around the pubs 
where the football lads drink, telling stories and generally 
trying to ingratiate themselves with the younger lads. 
Word is that they hosted a British Movement music gig in 
the area a week before the Burnley riots. 


Was everyone well behaved? 

By the end of the meeting there were a few worse the 
worse for drink. There was this one Irish old bloke who 
almost fell off his chair because he was so drunk. He was 
chatting in a really loud voice, which upset one or two of 
the top table enormously. 


What did the BNP say about next May’s elections? 
Treacy and Griffin said that the BNP would try and stand 
as many candidates as they could but would be 
prioritising two or three wards. Standing throughout the 
town would be mainly for PR purposes but the real 
campaign would be more focused. One of the speakers 
asked the audience if anyone wanted to be a candidate. 
The only response was from this old woman who 
immediately jumped up and said that she would like to 
stand. Everyone clapped her but no one else came 
forward. 


Did they do a collection? 
Yes. A bucket was handed around and about £500 was 
raised. Most people seemed to put something in. 





Who’s who in Oldham? 


Can any readers identify any of the following people? 
All calls will be dealt with in the strictest confidence. 
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eactionaries argue that segregation is the 
answer to racial conflict. It is obvious, is it not? 
If black people only mix with black people and 
white people only mix with white people then 
there will not be any racism. 
The greatest advocates of segregation are the 
organised racists themselves. The British National Party 
(BNP) argues that the answer to the problems in 
Oldham and elsewhere is to ensure that Asian and white 
people live in separate areas behind “peace” lines. 
The BNP cites, as an example of how this would work, 
that paradigm of tolerance and equality, Northern 
Ireland. Within weeks of the BNP putting this idea 
forward there have been riots in Northern Ireland and a 
noticeable silence from the BNP “peaceniks”. 

Since Nick Griffin ousted old-timer John Tyndall from 












































































































QbDAAM BOROUGH COUNCIL the BNP leadership, he has tried to give the organisation 

THE OLDHAM - FOOT R | E/HONEYWELL LANE OLD a makeover. Like the former US Klansman David Duke, 
{E OLDHA) JOTPATHS AT ROYLE CLOSE/HONEY WELL LANE ¢ eee ° ° . . 

TEMPORARY CLOSURE GRDER 2001 Griffin has reinvented himself, arguing that he is not 


m anti-black, merely pro-white. Whereas the BNP tries to 
Radke’ i TeMMOrncy Onder unde present itself as the rather anachronistic reasonable 
hich is to prohibit pedestn voice of racism, the National Front is putting itself 
forward as the old-style racist organisation that one 
would expect from what was for decades the brand 
name of British fascism. The two organisations are at 
Te Sheraaive come i wis Bibeywell Lane. gshygl Road and Charleston: Stree each other's throats, yet if the NF did not exist then the 
BNP would have to invent it. The recent street 

Ore Lr aor PUNE Maley and will De in force, for a provocations and unashamed racism of the NF have 
a" poiaaae SE 7 Rmir sexi ieee me a given the BNP the opportunity to point the finger at its 











} Hopieywell 
1d 23 Roylé Clo 


wards Charleston 


Honeywell Lane 
from Royle Close, for a di 


to Royl 
tance of 40 me 








F rivals and claim that they are the crude racists and the 

my Office between the hours of $ 40am an BNP is merely a modern “nationalist” party that speaks 

Phone 0161 911 4837 Ref: DT TF1 701) “common sense” when it comes to racism. The fact that 

; ‘ the BNP was formed as a splinter from the original NE 

e and is stuffed to the gills with nazis and people with 

a ee convictions for race relations and other offences, is of 
; ~ course not a topic up for discussion. 

Griffin is well aware that compulsory repatriation and 
ther fascist policies are not vote winners for now, so he 
s pitching the party’s propaganda at a level that he 
elieves will be acceptable to a less hardcore white racist 
ublic. So while in private Griffin calls his pet pigs 
Anne and Frank, mocking the Dutch Jewish girl who 
perished in the Holocaust, he is keen for the BNP in 
public to lose enough of the trappings of fascism for it to 
attract people who in most instances would not vote for 
it if they knew that the cross they put on their ballot 
paper might as well be a swastika. 

The BNP’s earlier policy of repatriation for non-whites 
conjured up images of people being forced from their 
homes. In contrast segregation seems almost 
benevolent. Importantly, the BNP is well aware that 
there are people within every ethnic minority 
community who have real concerns about the 
dissolution of the cultural and religious practices that 
have been passed down to them through the 
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generations. What the BNP is effectively doing is 
pitching its propaganda at a level which it believes 
is sufficiently acceptable to win mass support. 
The cornerstone of the argument is that there are 
obvious racial problems in Britain and this is proof that 
a multiracial society does not work. The BNP wants to 
become part of a mainstream debate on racism in 
Britain with the merits of segregation being the 
agenda item. Unfortunately, as recent events have 
shown, the fascists are kicking at an open door. 


Segregation is racism 

The roles of local authorities in places like Oldham and 
Bradford in perpetuating segregated communities 
through housing and schooling policies is now well 
known. It seems that the greater the level of segregation 
the greater the level of racial conflict within a 
community. The attempt to have schools compete with 
each other by giving parents “choice” over which school 
their children can attend has severely compounded the 
problem, with schools becoming segregated even more. 
Of course there are problems with multiculturalism in 
Britain, and well meaning liberals have not always 
helped. However, as well as places with racial strife, 
there are also places in Britain that are highly integrated. 

Unfortunately, segregation is now an issue that is 
receiving much media attention. One leading anti-racist 
proposed last month that the answer to black under- 
achievement in education should be the founding of 
black (Afro-Caribbean) schools. He was attacked for 
advocating segregation, which he claims he was not. 
Whatever was intended, the real question is whether 
black under-achievement can be solved with a solution 
based on ethnicity. In urban Britain, working-class 
children, black and white, often receive a poor 
education with little expectation for their futures. It is 
unfashionable to say this in these “post-modern” times, 
but the issue is a class one more than an ethnic one. 
The answer is better local schools and that will only 
come about when black and white parents jointly 
organise and force the issue. Britain has a small black 
middle class of lawyers and journalists and of course a 
few good black schools would add a few more to those 
ranks; what it will not do is improve the lot of the 
majority of black Britons who will continue to be given a 
sub-standard education in their local schools. 

Now that the segregation issue has raised its head, it is 
crucial for anti-racists to fight it. We have historical 
examples of what racial segregation really means, none 
of which anyone but a racist would really look to as 
models of racial harmony. Where park benches in 
South Africa and the United States said “No Blacks”, 
in Nazi Germany they said “No Jews”. Separation and 
ghettoisation were of course the first steps in dealing 
with the “Jewish problem’, and where it led is well 
known. First it was “you cannot live among us as Jews”, 
then “you cannot live among us” and finally “you cannot 
live”. Segregation is racism pure and simple. 


False Messiahs 

The concept of separation of the “races” has a long 
fascist and racist tradition. Griffin was an advocate of 
this when he was one of the leaders of the original NF in 
the mid-1980s, when it went through what to many was 
a bizarre “anti-racist” phase. Griffin and his “national 
revolutionaries” set about alienating most of the 
membership with pictures of black and white 
“separatists” shaking hands on the front of National 
Front News. It is easy to imagine how unpopular this was 


with the boneheads who followed the band Skrewdriver. 
Support for Colonel Gaddafi and trips to Libya were 
probably the final straw and it was not long before 
Skrewdriver lead singer Ian Stuart Donaldson and other 
skinheads broke away from the NF - to form Blood and 
Honour — condemning Griffin and friends as a bunch of 
thieves and charlatans. 

Who were these black people who found common 
ground with the NF? They were members of the Nation 
of Islam (NOD, an organisation that was then largely 
alien to Britain. Like the NE the NOI believed that black 
and white people had no common future together and 
that their organisations should play a vanguard role 
among their own people in helping to bring about racial 
separation. There were meetings between the NF and 
supporters of the NOI in Britain, but the NOI was tiny 
and had no base, so their cooperation never really came 
to anything. 

The NF and NOJ have other things in common, as well 
as their mutual belief that it was a bad thing for black 
and white people to live in mixed communities. 
Both organisations believe that the Jews control the 
world and both deny the Holocaust as a historical event. 
Antisemitic conspiracy theory is the lens through which 
both organisations view the world. The NOI also has 
weird views on how black and white people came into 
existence, involving a mad evil scientist called Dr Yacob 
and visits from spaceships. Because the NOI believes 
that its one-time leader, Elijah Mohammed, was a 
prophet, and that white people are inferior to black 
people, among other things, Muslim organisations 
around the world condemn the NOI as a fake cult, 
opposed to the true teachings of Islam. Malcolm X’s 
widow and family hold the NOI’s present leader, Louis 
Farrakhan, personally responsible for his death, which 
came about after Malcolm rejected NOI teachings and 
embraced Islam proper. 

Farrakhan is banned from entering Britain, which not 
surprisingly causes much chagrin among NOI 
members. As we go to press lawyers are at the High 
Court in London, challenging the 14-year ban on 
Farrakhan’s entry, claiming it is a breach of his right of 
expression under the Human Rights Act. Last November 
the Home Secretary, Jack Straw, maintained the ban on 
67-year-old Farrakhan on the basis that he had 
expressed “antisemitic and-racially divisive views’. 
What was true then is of course still true today. 
Those who support Farrakhan’s entry into Britain are 
misguided in the extreme. The anti-racist response must 
be no to separatism and no to Farrakhan. 




























































































































































































A fence 
erected by 
Oldham 
council to 
prevent 
white racists 
using the 
alleyway as a 
shortcut to 
attack Asian 
houses 
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on the back of the recent riots in the no 
Hundreds of people are joining the fascist party and its leaders 
are seriously expecting local government gains next year. 
However, this is the result not of increased party activity and 
political campaigning across the country, but of the media 
attention given to the BNP in recent months. 

Nick Lowles and Gerry Gable !ook at how the media have given 
the BNP the respectability and exposure it craves. 























t was not long ago that the British National Party was 

widely seen as a ragbag of fascist bootboys who would 

happily turn to violence when their race hate views 
failed to win political arguments. No media outlet would 
entertain such people in civilised debates and when any 
attention was given to the group it was invariably to 
expose its fascist beliefs and criminality. Today that has 
changed. The BNP leader, Nick Griffin, has become a 
household name, a political commentator on every issue 
under the sun, and the BNP is given attention far beyond 
that which merits a party that obtained 0.6% of the vote 
in the recent council elections (3.9% in the seats it 
contested). Most culpable has been the BBC. 

The BNP has long understood that to improve its 
electoral performance it had to change the media 
presentation of the party. The BNP knew that to foment 
unrest in the face of a hostile and inquiring media would 
result in failure, ridicule or even prosecution. In 1998 it 
launched its Media Monitoring Unit to intimidate the 
media into presenting the BNP in a more respectable 
light. The MMU also began writing bogus letters to 
newspapers and making anonymous phone calls to 
radio talk shows in an attempt to portray a wider base 
for its support. In one radio call, an MMU activist even 
pretended to be a black man who was only too eager to 
take up the BNP offer of repatriation. 

The next aim was to portray the BNP as a party not 
totally fixated with “race”. Over the past couple of years 
the BNP has attracted huge media interest, especially in 
the quality papers, in its rural and countryside 
campaign. The truth is that this was merely a paper 
exercise, for while the BNP did try to get involved in a 
few farming protests, it generally met a hostile reception 
and recruited only two farmers. However, the wider 
tactic, in terms of media profile, worked. 

Even when Searchlight exposed the MMU guru, 
Phil Edwards, as really being Stuart Russell, few in the 
media were willing to confront him. 


Oldham 

Two days before the attack on the war veteran, Walter 
Chamberlain, in April, the BBC Today programme 
broadcast a report from Oldham claiming that young 
Asians were attempting to set up no-go areas for whites 
in the town. It was also reported that signs threatening 
whites were being put up around Alexandra Park, 
dividing the predominantly Asian Glodwick from the 
white Fitton Hill. The attack on Chamberlain gave added 
legitimacy to these reports and the notion of no-go areas 
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was subsequently taken up by the press. 

While one cannot deny that Asian attacks on white 
people do occur, the notion of no-go areas was 
ludicrous. Despite being challenged to do so, the 
journalists was unable to provide evidence of the signs 
and was categorically denounced as wrong by the local 
paper and the police. 

However, the damage was done. The Today 
programme item, coupled with the reporting of the 
attack on Chamberlain, played directly into the hands of 
the BNP. Instantly, and to great fanfare on the Today 
programme, Griffin announced he was going to contest 
the Oldham West constituency in the general election. 
The reporting also outraged the local Asian community, 
which felt that attacks on its elderly population had 
received nothing like the attention given to the assault 
on Chamberlain. 

When, a week later, 450 Stoke and Oldham hooligans 
ran through an Asian area there were no such 
screaming headlines. The few reports that did mention 
the troubles seemed to portray two warring gangs 
confronting each other. 

The BNP had already found a sympathetic ear in the 
form of a leading journalist at the Oldham Chronicle, 
who was interviewed in the BNP’s hate rag, Identity, in 
March. Headlined “Interview with a man who’s seen the 
light”, it included the first reference to no-go areas in 
Oldham. The alleged level of Asian attacks on whites was 
also to the fore of the Chronicle journalist's mind 
without any attempt at analysis of the true levels of 
violence between various sections of the community. 

The journalist even intimated that if the BNP were to 
stand candidates in Oldham, local people might be 
more willing to vote for them than in the past. 

Such remarks, together with the front-page stories 
originating in certain sections of the local police alleging 
that 60% of race attacks are committed by Asians against 
whites, led the local BNP to view the Chronicle as an 
extended party publication. The paper’s position in 
regard to the town’s large Asian community, its all-white 
staff and its apparent indifference about seeking Asian 
readers would seem to speak for itself. 

By design or default, the paper also seemed oblivious 
to the thuggish make-up of the BNP. When the BNP held 
its northern rally in Oldham in early March, the paper 
was keener to quote a local police community relations 
officer who was effusing over the good behaviour of the 
BNP. It turned a blind eye to accuracy in reporting the 
picket of the local police station in which the BNP ranks 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































were boosted by a ragbag gang of football hooligans and 
supporters of the National Front and Combat 18. 

The assault on Chamberlain by a gang of street thugs, 
who just happened to be Asian, gave the BNP what it 
had been looking for. The editor of the Chronicle 
brushed off the family’s view that the attack was not 
racial and their request that pictures of their father’s 
battered face should not appear in the media. Not only 
did the paper publish the photograph, it then allowed 
the picture to be used on the BNP’s election material. 
The photo was also taken up by the National Front, the 
British Movement and Combat 18. 

The BBC Today programme soon became the 
mouthpiece for Griffin’s foul racism. In the space of little 
more than a week, the BNP was interviewed three times 
on the programme. Griffin’s respectability was 
enhanced when Lee Jasper, an adviser to Ken 
Livingstone, the Mayor of London, agreed to debate 
with the BNP leader on air. Jasper later claimed that he 
was unaware of the identity of his opponent in the 
debate until the interview commenced, but this is false. 
So pleased was the BNP with this coup that the 
recording was added to the party’s website. 

The Today programme attracted further controversy a 
few weeks later when it decided to hold a debate with 
Griffin in Burnley a week after the riots there. Initially 
the programme makers tried to get Shahed Malik, a 
member of the Labour Party National Executive 
Committee, to take part in the programme. After he 
refused to debate with Griffin, Today offered to speak to 
him over the phone but allow Griffin a chance to reply. 
He again refused, claiming that this was still a debate. 
When Malik discovered that the BBC was prepared to 
drive Griffin from his Welsh pig farm to Burnley, Malik 
pulled out altogether, issuing a highly critical press 
statement. Today frantically tried to backtrack, getting 
local journalists to approach Malik for a rethink. They 
graciously even offered a “solution” whereby Griffin 
would be interviewed by phone instead. 

All too often, BBC journalists underestimated Griffin. 
Patronisingly, they thought they would humiliate the BNP 
leader only to find him handling interviews better than 
most. Newsnight’s anchorman Jeremy Paxman set out to 
do one of his set piece “hard” interviews with Griffin but 
ended up being roundly beaten by the nazi. To see Griffin 
deny he was a racist and not be taken apart by Paxman 
was woeful. To allow the BNP leader to excuse all his 
previous statements — antisemitic and racist — as the fault 
of the previous BNP leader was quite appalling. The Black 

































































































































































Dog column of The Mail on Sunday on 8 July reported 
that after the cameras stopped turning Paxman shouted 
at Griffin, “What you have just been saying is complete 
garbage’. Pity he did not have the guts to say it on screen. 

When a Searchlight spokesperson was interviewed for 
Channel 4 News, he was filmed in front a huge BNP 
recruiting poster, almost making it look like we were 
promoting rather than attacking the BNP. 

One of the better attempts to show the BNP’s real face 
on screen was ITV’s Tonight programme on 5 July. The 
interviewer started to push Griffin about his conviction 
and those of some other leading BNP activists. Griffin got 
flustered and even tried to deny that the criminal Richard 
Edmonds, a former national officer, was a party member, 
then reluctantly admitted he was but had gone abroad. 
The audience sat waiting for the knockout punch, but it 
never came. The screen cut to another interview and with 
one bound Griffin was off the hook again. 

Few in the media, especially on the news 
programmes, understand the BNP’s coded language. 
While the BNP leader denounces violence and racism 
on screen, his followers are actively giving 
encouragement to white racists on the ground. 
Following the riots in Oldham, the BNP issued a 
statement, carried in national and local papers, 
distancing itself from the trouble. The BNP even 
publicly criticised the National Front and Combat 18 for 
fomenting the situation. What the press failed to pick up 
was the BNP literature, which put total blame on the 
“Asians” as a whole and doubted the involvement of 
white racists. 

This is carefully scripted and deliberate. The BNP was 
sending out a message to the white community of 
Oldham that it was firmly on their side. Whatever the 
actions of white racist gangs, only the Asians were to 
blame. The BNP was pandering and reinforcing the 
racist sentiments of many. More importantly, the BNP 
knew full well of the existence of the white gangs, which 
included football hooligans and Combat 18 thugs from 
London, as Griffin himself had been with them earlier in 
the day trying to court their support. 

It is the same with the BNP support for “peace lines” to 
divide white and Asian communities in northern cities. 
Many in the media fail to understand that for Griffin the 
concept of peace lines is an acceptance that different 
cultural groups cannot live together and so 
multiculturalism is not working. If multiculturalism 
cannot work then it has to be dismantled. 

Unfortunately the media have consistently failed to 

















The street 
through an 
industrial 
estate where 
Walter 
Chamberlain 
was attacked. 
If the press is 
to believed, he 
was assaulted 
walking 
through an 
Asian area. 
The nearest 
housing is 
predominantly 
owned by 
whites. The 
police are now 
not treating 
the attack as 
racially 
motivated. 
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interpret the BNP message and understand the true 
nature of the fascist party. Too many journalists, 
especially in television, seem to take the BNP at face 
value. One BBC journalist expressed surprise after 
meeting the BNP’s leaders. “I didn’t expect what I 
found,” he mentioned to a colleague admiringly. Tony 
Lecomber might look nice in a suit but he still has a 
conviction for bombing. 

During a lengthy interview with Searchlight’s 
publisher, Gerry Gable, the interviewer from Tonight 
tried repeatedly to get him to accept the BNP’s claims 
that it had attracted many new members from the 
Labour and Conservative parties to a meeting that the 
BNP had laid on, mainly for the benefit of the film crew, 
in Burnley the previous night. Gable refused to buy this 
BNP ploy and insisted that the people at the meeting 
were probably BNP imports and not real recruits at all. 
When the scene was shown, it became apparent that the 
whole meeting consisted of about seven people, some of 
whose faces were just a little familiar. 

But worse was to come. 

During the general election campaign the BBC 
refused to create a link from its election website to the 
BNP’s site. The BNP rushed off a solicitors’ letter to the 
BBC legal department, which caved in at once, thus 
allowing anybody logging onto the BBC site to get rapid 
access to the BNP website and its linked websites 
around the world, which include terrorist-style neo-nazi 
groups and the Ku Klux Klan. Of course there was no 
legal obligation on the part of the BBC to do this. 

The website reveals a growing list of media interviews 
and sound and video bites, all of which breach copyright 
laws, which led the Sunday Express to declare in an 
editorial on 1 July, “Radio must not give voice to race- 
hate propaganda’. It questioned why this tiny criminal 


group was being given such a disproportionate amount 
of time compared to much larger organisations. 

The media’s tolerance of the attacks by the BNP and 
other right-wing groups on Britain’s Muslim community 
has been appalling. Not once did a journalist or producer 
go to a cuttings library or read material they had 
requested from Searchlight's archives to discover Griffin's 
true relationship with Muslims. If they had, they could 
have asked him why in the late 1980s he was rushing off 
to Libya, begging bowl in hand, or why his publication at 
that time, National Front News, carried photographs and 
praise of the Ayatollah Khomeini. The sheer hypocrisy of 
Griffin would have gone down like a lead balloon among 
the people of Oldham, Burnley and Bradford, whom he 
was stirring up against their Muslim neighbours. 

The BBC has publicly defended its reporting of Oldham 
and the BNP. When a Channel 4 journalist stated that the 
corporation held some responsibility for the troubles, the 
BBC robustly denied this. A statement claimed that the 
initial Today report was good and the result of several 
weeks’ intensive research in Oldham. Quite what the 
reporter had done “for several weeks” is a mystery. 

It is time media bosses stopped patting themselves on 
the back every time they collect another award from 
some well meaning group or other and realised that, as 
the Stephen Lawrence Report said, race hate and racism 
is not just the problem of institutionally racist police 
services but of all people who have positions of power 
and influence in our society. Certainly newspaper 
owners and editors and the Director-General of the BBC 
come high up such a list. 

The perverse behaviour the media, with a few 
honourable exceptions, is doing what millions of BNP 
leaflets could not do, namely to give the fascist party 
respectability. 





























present day. 


‘on the SIS website 


SIS holds an unrivalled collection of materials on 
the racist right dating back from the 1920s to the 


Details of thousands of post-war fascists and racists 
Complete runs of far right publications 

Over 25,000 photos 

Nazi CDs, records and videos 

SIS coordinates an international network of 
researchers and journalists across Europe and 
North America, Background material, photographs, 
and contacts can be gathered from across the globe 


SIS is constantly updating its archive. Regular 
fact-sheets, press releases and news reports appear = 


SEARCHLIGHT: YOUR FIRST PORT OF CALL 
: ° 


_ Searchlight Information Services 3 <i a ° 
A Unique Resource ie. 
Available to You : 5 » 


Searchlight provides a unique resource for journalists, 
academics, researchers and anti-fascist campaigners 
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a journalist’s guide to rac te in Britain 
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To ogee visit www.searchlightinformationservices.com or phone 020 7681 8660 


New free media pack 
available from 
Searchlight Information 
Services 


Includes essential 
information on: 


sritish National Party 

fain far-right parties in Britain 
ropean fascism 

r-right election strategies 


due to be held. Martin Smith, M 
issued a press statement calling o 





ast: 
id to hold 
this rally. The prospect of this party’s followers just 
turning up in some unsuspecting town or village, is 
simply unacceptable — particularly in light of recent 
events in the North of England.” 

The decision to stage the festival in Mid-Wales will 
expose the real contempt the party holds towards the 
farming community. Powys, where Griffin lives and 
which is believed to be the county in which the event 
will take place, suffered a reoccurrence of foot and 
mouth disease in mid-July. 


Miller strikes again 

Hot on the heels of last month’s article in Searchlight, 
which queried the volatile behaviour of Linda (now 
Lynda) Miller, she has again aroused suspicion. In late 
June Miller stood for the BNP in a Tower Hamlets 
by-election in the Trinity ward. Despite a history of local 
support and the electoral success of the party 
nationally only two weeks earlier, Miller was only able 
to pull in 74 votes, a derisory 2.4% share. It seems that 
she did no actual campaigning for the poll. Elsewhere, 
Leicester BNP organiser Clive Potter polled 115 votes 
(4.7%) in a by-election for the Thurncourt ward on 
21 June. _ ao 


march. One BNP supporter was led away by police. 
Later in the day, hooligans from Burnley and Stockport 
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clashed in a local pub. Although both hooligan groups 
have right-wing leanings — the Stockport gang having 
been in Oldham on several occasions during the recent 
troubles and the Burnley Suicide Squad active in the 
Burnley riots ~ football rivalries overtook racial unity. 
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NEWS in brief 


Police raid homes of nazi 
sympathiser prison officers 


Three prison officers have been arrested after their 
homes were raided as part of an investigation into 
allegations of racial harassment at the prisons where 
they worked. Racist literature and pictures of Adolf 
Hitler were seized at two residences in north London on 
3 July. 

One home was shared by a male and female officer, 
both in their forties, who were based at Holloway 
women’s prison. The third officer raided, a man in his 
thirties, worked at Pentonville prison. 

The investigation began after complaints of racist 
behaviour by staff at Holloway prison. All three officers 
have been suspended. They have been bailed to 
reappear in November at a central London police station. 

The Metropolitan Police said: “[They] were arrested in 
connection with allegations of racially aggravated 
harassment and offences relating to the possession of 
racially offensive material”. 

These arrests come at a time when the prison service is 
under scrutiny for institutional racism. Earlier in the 
year, Martin Narey, head of the Prison Service, said that 
racism permeated throughout prisons. 

In May a prison officer in Durham was dismissed after 
refusing to stop wearing Nazi symbols at work. 

The Commission for Racial Equality is currently 
investigating racism in the Prison Service. 
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Exposing the 
international nazi 
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Fascism and the ag 
Labour movement 
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An eight-page exposé of Britain’s nazis, jointly published by Searchlight and 
the Anti Nazi League. Available at £1 Bulk orders at £20 for 25 post-free. 


Suicide verdict for hanged 
Telford man 


An inquest jury ruled last month that Errol McGowan, a 
black doorman found hanged from a door knob in July 
1999, had committed suicide. McGowan’s was the first of 
a series of hangings in Telford, Shropshire. 

The inquest heard that Mr McGowan had begged for 
police protection after a race hate campaign against him 
had intensified. Police protection was not granted, 
despite him receiving numerous phone calls threatening 
his life. Mr McGowan feared that he was on a Combat 18 
hit list. 

The police immediately concluded that his death was 
suicide without looking for any evidence suggesting 
otherwise. Therefore the possibility that other people 
were involved was ruled out. 

Six months later, his nephew Jason was also found 
hanged. A third death this year of a friend of 
Mr McGowan in similar circumstances led many to 
believe that there was a pattern. 

The McGowan family were devastated by the jury’s 
verdict, which was returned by an 8 to 2 majority after 
eight hours of deliberations. They are now considering 
taking civil action against Mr McGowan’s alleged 
tormentors and, with echoes of the Stephen Lawrence 
case, against the police for mishandling the affair. 

Clifton McGowan, brother of Errol, said: “I was not 
surprised by this verdict by an all-white jury from the 
misinformation the police had given them and which led 
them down one road. 

“If he did take his life it is quite clear from the evidence 
given here that he was driven to.it by racists”. 





Mr Evil. Jointly written by Searchlight co-editor Nick Lowles, this sensational book reveals how 
David Copeland embarked on his reign of terror. It details the huge, troubled police operation 
launched to track him down and draws on his startling police confession, psychiatric reports, 
family interviews and correspondence between him and the authors while he was in Broadmoor. 


Order Form Indicate number of copies in boxes 


: 
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White Noise £4.50+ £0.50p&p 
_. Stop Britain’s Nazis £1.00 includes p&p 


Facing the Threat £3.50+£0.50p&p 
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in the decades following the Second World War, the 
1970s stand as one of the most worrying periods for the 
rise of right-wing extremism in Britain. At a time when crude 
; anti-immigration stances and outright racism threatened to 
% permeate mainstream politics, the National Front was 
' able to exploit such sentiments for its own gain. 
i Playing on people’s fears, the NF grew disturbingly fast. 
Kate Taylor explores the reasons behind the rise of one 
of Britain’s most successful far-right parties and assesses 
the threat posed to democracy during that decade. 
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he recent electoral gains made by the British 
National Party in some areas of the country 
have led many to draw comparisons with the 
success of the National Front in the 1970s. 
The NF has provided the best example to date 
of a British neo-fascist party achieving significant 
electoral success and widespread popular support. Like 
the BNP of today, it too was reticent about the Nazi past 
of many of its members, preferring to present itself as a 
more “respectable” and populist style of right-wing 
party, but the battle between the more overtly nazi 
members and those that preferred to cloud over their 
true nature contributed to the NF’s downfall internally. 

Strategically, comparisons can be drawn between the 
rise of the NF and of the BNP. With striking similarity to 
the situation we see today, the NF was quick to exploit 
racial tensions and a growing concern with immigration 
among politicians and the media. Just as the BNP has 
siphoned off the impact of tirades against asylum seekers, 
the NF happily exploited Enoch Powell’s sentiments in his 
infamous “rivers of blood” speech. In the same way that 
Nick Griffin, leader of the BNP has commented that the 
asylum seeker issue “has legitimated us”, the same 
concerns voiced by Powell in 1968 were seen by many to 
legitimise the agenda of the NE Overt racism and crude 
anti-immigration policies were definitive of the NE and 
underlying it was the propensity towards fascism of many 
of the directorate, the party’s governing body, particularly 
during John Tyndall’s reign. 

But it would be naive to see today’s BNP as paralleling 
too closely the achievements of the NF in the 1970s. 
Despite the similarities of their opportunistic strategies 
and their attempts to veer towards legitimate electoral 
politics and racial populism, the BNP has come nowhere 
near achieving the inroads that the NF began to make at 
its height. While the BNP stood just 33 candidates in 
June’s general election, the NE in its heyday, was able to 
stand 303. Although this was based on a somewhat false 
assumption that the dominance the NF enjoyed in 
certain regions would filter through to the whole of the 
country, it did show that the level of support the NF 
could muster was much greater than had previously 
been seen for a party of this nature, even for the British 
Union of Fascists which, while enjoying mass support, 
could not match the NF on an electoral level. 

In terms of sheer numbers then, the NF in the 1970s 
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was the most significant far-right party in British politics 
since the 1930s. Indeed during this period some were to 
assert that the NF was Britain’s fourth political party. 
While this is overstating the case, its rise was dramatic 
enough to make the NF a viable political threat in this 
country. This, however, owed more to the historical 
context than to the strength of its political structure and 
leadership, which were fraught with internal feuds and 
ideological differences. 

The history of the NF goes back to the end of 1966, 
when the far right succeeded in overcoming its 
differences in order to set up a new party. The NE the 
product of an amalgamation of a number of right-wing 
parties, was officially launched at a rally at the 
beginning of 1967. Its constituent groups were the 
League of Empire Loyalists, led by A K Chesterton; 
Andrew Fountaine’s British National Party; the Racial 
Preservation Society; and some other small racist and 
far-right parties. The ideology of the NF was a blend of 
the economic ideas of Oswald Mosley, the racial 
nationalism of Arnold Leese, and anti-immigration, 
anti-EEC, antisemitic and anti-communist stances 
mixed in for good measure. 

The injunction towards respectability that was 
paramount in camouflaging the fascistic element in the 
NF was made clear at the first annual general meeting. 
“We are fighting a clever and immensely powerful 
enemy”, Chesterton warned. “The man who thinks that 
this is a war that can be won by mouthing slogans about 
‘dirty Jews’ and ‘filthy niggers’ is a maniac whose place 
should not be in the National Front but a mental 
hospital.” Initially, Tyndall’s Greater Britain Movement, 
an openly Nazi and often criminal faction, was 
excluded. Yet in September 1967, Tyndall was declaring 
in his magazine, Spearhead, “Unity One Step Nearer: We 
line up behind National Front”. The GBM, with around 
132 members, joined the NF’s 4,000 members and soon 
began to take over. Tyndall pronounced to his members 
that, “there is a damnable disgrace to be wiped out and 
a great national heritage to be saved... If we hold high 
the values of British manhood and womanhood we can 
and must prevail!” 

There are several reasons why the NF did prevail on 
the far right throughout the years that followed. As 
already mentioned, the Powell speech, culminating in 
his expulsion from the Tory Party by Edward Heath, left 
a vacuum for those on the right of the Conservative 
Party. This was a vacuum that the NF duly filled. The real 
impetus for the NF to make its mark came from a 
growing concern with immigration into Britain. In 
particular the inflow of Ugandan Asians who had been 
expelled by Idi Amin in 1972 was to prove pivotal in 
advancing racialist politics. Although the Tory Party had 
enacted the 1971 Immigration Act, which restricted the 
entry of New Commonwealth citizens, many saw 
Heath’s government as liberal on this issue. The Tory 
Party was divided and many of the hardliners felt 
alienated by Heath. Fairly quickly the NF was able to 
exploit Tory disillusionment. Disgruntled Tories flocked 
to the NE particularly refugees from the far-right 
Monday Club. The NF revelled in the situation of the 
Ugandan Asians, organising marches under the banner, 
“Stop the Asian Invasion’. 

Powell had succeeded in bringing racial populism 
from the margins into the political mainstream. It was 
not just disgruntled Tories from whom the NF sought 
support, it was also the racist inner city vote. Combining 
both of these target groups was not always easy. The 
latter were more likely to be attracted by a more overtly 


nazi group. The former were deemed more disposed 
towards populism. In any case, the 1965 Race Relations 
Act had ensured that the earlier sycophantic support for 
Nazism and crude racism espoused by Tyndall and 
others would have to be toned down. Tyndall had been 
held back from joining the NF precisely because of his 
extremism; he had a number of convictions, for 
possession of a firearm, for incitement to racial hatred 
and for organising a paramilitary body, for which he had 
spent time in prison. When finally admitted to the NF in 
1968 he appeared to be repackaged, advancing more 
moderate views. But it soon became clear that he had 
designs on the leadership. The chairman at the time, 
A K Chesterton, was facing numerous challenges from 
the different factions who had combined to make up the 
NE most forcibly from Fountaine. So much infighting, 
at a time when the group was also expanding, meant the 
NF was gaining in strength, yet at the same time 
displaying sizable weaknesses. 

The NF stood only 10 candidates in the 1970 general 
election. The results were disappointing, in spite of the 
favourable climate created by Powell’s speech. The poor 
election results and a feeling of lack of direction among 
the directorate meant that recriminations flew, and 
Chesterton resigned. The following year, Chesterton 
wrote in his journal, Candour, that, of the NF 
membership, “Two per cent are really evil men — so evil 
that I placed intelligence agents to work exploring their 
background...Some of these men are at present placed 
close to the centre of things”. John O’Brien assumed the 
caretaker role, but eventually Tyndall won the battle for 
leadership, together with his activities organiser, Martin 
Webster. 

Webster, while not liked by all members of the 
directorate, was acknowledged to be a shrewd political 
player. A number of his stunts brought the party much 
publicity. In 1972, Webster complained in The Listener 
that the NF had to “kick our way into the headlines”. In 
May 1973, Webster stood for the NF in a by-election in 
West Bromwich. He won more than 16% of the votes cast 
and saved the NF’s deposit (which in those days 
required a 12.5% share of the vote). During the years 
when Tyndall and Webster, not always close allies, were 
running the show it was difficult for the party to dispute 
the claims that it was run by out-and-out fascists. 
After all, Tyndall had been photographed bedecked 
in swastikas and full Nazi uniform years earlier. 
Claims that the NF was a fully democratic political party 
were not borne out by its actions. Until 1975, the party 
chairman was elected by the directorate not the full 
- membership. As Stan Taylor noted in his book The 
National Front in English Politics: “The strategy and 
tactics of the NE in particular the attempts to show that 
they ‘control’ the streets, are not normal parts of the 
political weaponry of democratic parties but associated 
with authoritarian, extremist ones”. Such tactics bear 
striking resonance with Griffin's words speaking on 
behalf of the BNP today: “It is more important to control 
the streets of a city than its council chamber”. 

It is estimated that at the party’s height in 1972 it had 
up to 17,500 paid-up members and many more 
sympathisers, and that between 1967 and 1979 around 
64,000 passed through its ranks. While the NF grew 
quickly, it also contained the seeds of its own 
destruction. Despite electoral successes, 1974 and 1975 
were not good years for the party internally, with 
extensive infighting, particularly between the Nazi right 
and the more populist wing of the party, which had 
come from the right of the Tory Party. 


Among the latter faction were John Kingsley Read, 
a former Tory and vehement racist, and Roy Painter, 
a former Conservative candidate in Tottenham. 
They were dissatisfied with the centralisation of power 
in the party around Tyndall and Webster. Soon they were 
able to muster the populist wing to outvote Tyndall at 
meetings. At the end of 1974 Read, was elected national 
chairman. He had already stood for the NF in Blackburn 
in the 1974 February and October general elections 
in which he had obtained 4.2% and 4.4% respectively. 
Read was to become notorious for his reaction to the 
death of a young Asian in Southall: “One down, a million 
to go”. 

It certainly seemed as if there was a plan to push 
Tyndall out. After losing the chairmanship, he was 
cautioned by the directorate about his attitude and later 
still was removed as vice chairman. He was also accused 
of abusing his position as editor of Spearhead by 
attacking the NF leadership. The year 1975 ended with a 
decline in membership and two distinct camps in the 
NF: the old-style fascists such as Tyndall and Webster, 
against the populists Read and Painter, who, while 
opposing the overtly nazi image of Tyndall and his 
supporters, were no more moderate on the issues of race 
and immigration. A meeting in November 1975 voted to 
expel Tyndall, but at the end of the year Tyndall took the 
matter to the High Court. He was reinstated and later 
re-elected leader. Read and his followers went on to split 
from the NF in an effort to undermine it. They formed 
the National Party, which achieved only a tiny modicum 
of success, electing two councillors in Blackburn in May 
1976, though one was later disqualified. The National 
Party effectively collapsed in late 1977. 

Despite falling apart structurally, and despite a 
declining membership, which now stood at around 
15,000, the NF did fairly well in 1976 in a number of local 
elections, particularly in what had become its 
stronghold areas, the West Midlands and West Yorkshire. 
Again the NF was buoyed up by the issue of 
immigration. There had been indications at the 
beginning of 1976 that a number of Asians might be 
expelled from Malawi. The press response was 
hysterical. When the first few Malawi Asians arrived in 
Britain, the press headlines said it all: “The Passport to 
Plenty - More Asians on the way to join 4-Star 
Immigrants” screamed the Daily Express. Such 
headlines from 25 years ago bear striking similarities to 
the headlines bandied about today in relation to asylum 
seekers. It is no coincidence then that the sentiments 
expressed are ones that fascist parties, be they the NF of 
the 1970s or the BNP today, wish to exploit. The agenda 
of the NF was boosted once again. Bus loads of 
supporters arrived at Gatwick to jeer the new arrivals. 
The climate of the day produced some of the party’s best 
results ever in the May local elections. Overall, NF 
candidates attracted nearly 9% of the vote in the areas 
where they stood. In Leicester, NF candidates attracted 
over 16% of the vote, only narrowly failing to be elected 
in certain wards. Wolverhampton, Sandwell and 
Bradford also yielded good results for the party. 

The following year the NF fielded law lecturer Andrew 
Brons, one of its most plausible candidates, in a 
parliamentary by-election in Stechford, Birmingham. 
He achieved nearly 3,000 votes and beat the Liberal 
candidate into fourth place. The reactions certainly 
boosted the NF’s morale. Godfrey Barker wrote in 
The Daily Telegraph that, “The National Front is clearly 
becoming a force to be reckoned with’. This fed the 
belief, expressed by Richard Verrall in Spearhead, that 
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“we have youth on our side and an irresistible 
momentum”. Verrall was the NF’s “intellectual”, who 
began editing Spearhead in 1976. He was to become one 
of the most infamous Holocaust deniers in the world, 
penning the revisionist tract Did Six Million Really Die? 
under the pseudonym Richard Harwood. 

The May 1977 county council elections brought the 
NF a lot of publicity. While the party failed to make a real 
breakthrough, it still clearly posed a threat. The NF 
stood 400 candidates across the country and achieved 
235,500 votes overall. Of greatest concern was its 
performance in the Greater London Council elections. 
The NF stood candidates in all but one of the 92 seats 
and achieved a total of 119,000 votes. This represented 
more than 5% of the vote, and in Hackney South the NF 
achieved 19%. 

The NF sought to cloak its politics with an air of 
respectability, targeting middle-class Tories, but in 
reality was forced to rely on the racial populist vote of 
the inner cities. It has been demonstrated that NF 
support came disproportionately from younger 
working-class males living in London and the West 
Midlands. According to Harrop, England and Husbands 
The Bases of NF Support (1981), 71% of the NF’s support 
came from men, 53% came from the under-35 age 
group, despite at the time constituting only around one 
third of the population, and 72% of its support came 
from the working class. Interestingly, however, this 
support was shown to be stronger among the skilled 
working class than among semi-skilled or unskilled 
workers. This has led some to expound the thesis that it 
is the skilled working class that feel under “threat” 
materially when scare mongering about immigrants is 
rife, particularly over the issue of employment. The NF 
was able to play on the fears that immigrants were 
“taking our jobs” and so on. 

In terms of regional support for the NE Harrop et al 
showed that Greater London and the West Midlands 
together provided almost half of the party’s vote, making 
these by far the strongest areas for the NE The findings 
of their survey noted that in those areas where the NF 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































became any sort of political force it did so among clearly 
defined social groups; in areas of comparative 
weakness, on the other hand, its support was less 
structured in its social composition. 

The question that remains is whether the NF vote was 
indicative of a voice of protest or a deeper authoritarian 
tendency among the electorate. Evidence favours the 
first explanation. It is more likely that the vote, although 
racist, was a protest over social issues such as 
immigration, into which the NF had successfully tapped 
and with which it became associated, following 
outbursts by the press and politicians. While the NF 
itself contained many hardline fascists, many of those 
who voted for the party would not have considered 
themselves to be such. Part of the evidence for this may 
be found in the fact that the NF always fared much 
better in local elections than in general elections. 
The NF vote in local elections grew until it reached a 
peak in 1977, but the votes gained from general 
elections declined throughout the 1970s. 

After the achievements of the 1977 local elections, 
the NF had high hopes for the future. But things were 
already beginning to change. It was rumoured that the 
NF planned to stand over 300 candidates in the next 
general election and its recent results were enough to 
prompt people into action. At the end of 1977 the 
Anti Nazi League was formed with the objective of 
organising on the widest possible scale against the 
propaganda and activities of Britain’s nazis. 

But more importantly, in 1975 Margaret Thatcher was 
elected leader of the Tory Party. This heralded the end of 
the Tories’ “soft” period and so too the beginning of the 
end for the NE 

With racism soon to go mainstream the hopes for a 
political breakthrough did not last long. In the years that 
followed the NF’s tentative but promising election 
results of 1977, things could only go downhill for 
Britain's far right. 


Next Month: Part 2 of this article looks at the decline of 
the NF from 1977 onwards 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































By Steve Silver 


ntisemite Donald Martin was asked to resign from 
A: position as UK policy director of the 160,000- 

trong Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) last 
month by the national chairman, John Emmins. 
The showdown came after an eight-month campaign 
by Searchlight. 

Martin, who publishes and distributes antisemitic and 
racist material through his company, Bloomfield Books, 
has fought hard to retain his post since he was exposed in 
Searchlight in November 2000. After the FSB initiated an 
investigation into the British League of Rights and other 
organisations in which Martin has been involved, 
its national council voted to keep Martin in post, against 
the wishes of the organisation’s national executive. 
Incredibly, Searchlight was never asked to give evidence to 
the inquiry, even though the FSB had originally told us 
that it would contact us in due course. 

FSB members despaired at the fact that their own 
constitution made it nearly impossible to dismiss 
Martin, who arrogantly tried to carry on as normal as if 
nothing had happened, while the organisation’s 
reputation was being dragged through the mud. 
The situation came to a head in the wake of a further 
article in Searchlight last month, which called on 
organisations that work with the FSB to “protest until 
Martin is permanently removed from his position”. 

The Forum of Private Business (FPB), an organisation 
that represents 25,000 small enterprises and sits on 
various committees and bodies with the FSB, wrote to 
Emmins, making its position on the issue clear. 
Nick Goulding, chief executive of the FPB, said that when 
the revelations had appeared in Searchlight last autumn 
- the FPB took the view that this was an internal matter for 
the FSB. After the FSB re-elected Martin with no rebuttal 
of the original allegations and Searchlight published 
further allegations last month, the FPB said it would no 
longer participate in meetings at which Donald Martin 
is present. 

“The issue of promoting racism is a legitimate public 
interest,” Goulding’s letter said. “In the absence of 
Donald Martin's clear rebuttal of the allegations of 
promoting racism, or alternatively his resignation from 
his post as policy chairman of FSB, the Forum of Private 
Business cannot be seen to be associated with the views 
and actions ascribed to Donald Martin which are clearly 
unacceptable.” 

Copies of the letter were sent to Tony Blair, William 
Hague, Charles Kennedy, Patricia Hewitt at the DTI, the 
CRE and Kerry Pollard MP, chair of the All Party 
Parliamentary Business Group. 

In the wake of the letter and a press release from the 
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FPB, titled “Deep concern over unanswered allegations 
of anti-semitism within FSB”, a number of national 
newspapers took up the story. First was the Mail on 
Sunday, which quoted an FSB spokesman saying they 
were “concerned about the turnaround in events and we 
are looking into all aspects of the matter”. 

With journalists itching to follow up the story, Emmins 
wrote to Martin after several telephone discussions 
about the issue. He said: “... I wish to place on the public 
record my request to you to unconditionally tender your 
resignation following the allegations in the Press. 

“....am forced to take this action exactly because you 
have not been willing or able to provide a complete and 
full rebuttal of all the allegations. 

“...Events since the allegations appeared in the Mail 
on Sunday have continued to deteriorate. No one 
individual is more important than the reputation if the 
FSB. As Chairman I have a duty to consider the 
enormous damage this situation would create if you 
continue in your position. 

“For the good of the FSB and its membership, I trust 
you will accommodate this request and I look forward to 
receiving your resignation by return.” 

As we go to press we are awaiting news of Martin’s 
response. However, we have been reliably informed that 
a whole section of FSB members will either force Martin 
out at the next national council meeting or call an 
extraordinary general meeting if they have to. 
Progressives in the FSB have always been reluctant to 
resort to an EGM as it would cost the organisation 
between £50,000 and £70,000. 

Articles following up our story have appeared in 
numerous places in the past month, including the Mail 
on Sunday, Financial Times, London Jewish News and 
Internet business news sites. Thanks must go to all our 
supporters who have been sending us information on 
Martin and who have written to several organisations 
protesting against his involvement in the FSB. 

Martin sits on numerous other bodies, to which he 
gained access through his leading position in the FSB. 
He is a director and treasurer of the European Small 
Business Alliance (ESBA) and, through that organisation, 
is involved with the World Association for Small and 
Medium Enterprises (WASME). These organisations are 
holding a three-day international conference in Torquay, 
Devon starting on 31 October, which will be attended by 
Jacques Santer MEP, past president of the European 
Commission. Martin is one of the organisers of the event. 
We only hope that Martin has been removed from all his 
posts, inside and outside the FSB, by then or anti-racists 
will be forced to protest at the event. 
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An Englishman in Auschwitz, 

by Leon Greenman. 

(Vallentine Mitchell, 2001, 
ISBN 0 85303 424 9, £11.95) 
Review by Steve Silver 





the years, in classrooms to large anti-fascist rallies, 


i eon Greenman is an indefatigable anti-fascist. Over 


e has told the story of his experiences at the hands 
of the Nazis and railed against today’s racists and 
Holocaust deniers. The publication last month of this 
90-year-old East London Holocaust survivor's story, at a 
time of a renewed wave of organised racism in Britain, 


can only be welcomed. 


Some years ago Leon's story appeared in newsprint 
and I was convinced that I knew it pretty well. Obviously, 
An Englishman in Auschwitz would flesh out that story, 
and of course it does. However, it does a lot more than 
that, and the detail makes harrowing reading. 

While every Holocaust survivor's story is at one level 
unique, what marks Leon's out from the rest is that he 
was a British citizen, born in the East End of London, 
though with the misfortune to be living in The 
Netherlands when the Nazis invaded in 1940. In spite of 
the fact that his British citizenship ought to have saved 
him, a catalogue of bureaucratic foul-ups by the relevant 
authorities meant that proof of the nationality of Leon, 
his wife Else (Esther) and their two-year-old son, Barney, 
arrived too late to save them. 

Deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau, Else and Barney were 
gassed on arrival. Leon did not know what happened to 
them at the time and lived in hope that one day they 
would all be liberated and back together once again. 

Leon had to carry out hard labour in the most extreme 
conditions. He tells of the sadism of the barrack foremen 


centre: — the Kapos — who were often tough criminals who had 
Leon as a been in prison before the concentration camp system 
guide on was set up. They brutally beat their fellow prisoners 
one of the often for little or no reason. People would be beaten so 
Anti Nazi severely that they were unable to recover to work, and 
League’s that meant death by gassing. In The Netherlands Leon 
organised had trained at a boxing club and the fact that he was fit 


trips to visit 
Auschwitz 
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when he first arrived no doubt helped save him. 
In Auschwitz, Leon was the victim of cruel medical 


experimentation at the 


hands of Professor Horst 
- Schumann. Leon writes ina 


matter of fact way about 


_ this and other barbaric acts 
_ carried out on the camp 
| populace. 


After six months in 


_ Auschwitz Leon was trans- 
ferred to Monowitz, a camp 
of 10,000 prisoners, most of 
~ whom were Jewish. In the 
Nazis’ macabre world 
_ prisoners marched to the 


sound of the camp orchestra 
as they were slowly worked 
to death. Rations were very 


_ low, sometimes prisoners 


received no food, and 
eventually many succum- 
bed to sickness and either 
died or were gassed. Inmates 
were often covered with lice, 


Englis 


froze in the open air in the winter and suffered 
unimaginable deprivations. Slowly they became less and 
less human. There was almost nothing that an inmate 
would not do for an extra piece of bread or bow! of soup. 
Jewish Kapos beat and tormented their fellow Jews. Leon, 
who had a good singing voice, literally sang for his supper. 

There were numerous occasions on which by luck or 
quick thinking, or a combination of the two, Leon survived 
what could have been certain death. To be in the wrong 
place at the wrong time, to be deemed to ill to work, to 
offend the wrong person, any of these things could mean 
death. It was in Monowitz that a man who had worked in 
the registration department at Westerbork camp — where 
Leon and his family had first been taken before Auschwitz 
— told Leon that on the day the Greenmans had been 
deported there were announcements over the speakers 
paging Leon Greenman. If the man in charge of 
administration at Westerbork, Kurt Schlesinger, had 
opened his post that morning before that day’s transport, 
the Greenman family would probably have been released 
and repatriated. 

During roll call, when thousands of prisoners stood in 
the open air, people who had tried to escape were 
hanged in front of their comrades. Leon's place in the 
roll call was right at the front and he saw the poor men’s 
every movement and expression as the stools were 
kicked away, the nooses tightened, and one by one their 
bodies eventually went limp. 

Towards the end of the war, with the Nazi defeat 
imminent, the inmates of Monowitz who were fit 
enough to walk were forced to travel hundreds of miles 
on foot with the German retreat to Gleiwitz and then to 
the Buchenwald death camp. Many died on this death 
march. Leon was very ill but luck was with him and he 
survived. At Buchenwald he was liberated by the US 
Army and so began his life as a free man again. 

In 1962 Leon witnessed a notorious National Socialist 
Movement-demonstration in London's Trafalgar Square. 
This spurred him on to write down his story, though it 
has taken until now for a version to be printed. Over the 
years Leon has addressed hundreds of meetings, 
mainly of young people, telling of his experiences in 
Europe such a short time a 
ago. His work was 
recognised when he was 
awarded an OBE in 1988. 
When Leon was first 
incarcerated by the Nazi 
butchers he made a 
promise to God _ that 
should he survive he | 
would tell the world of fy 
what he had witnessed. 
As he says himself, he 
believes that he has now 
honoured that promise. 

An Englishman in 
Auschwitz is an uncom- 
plicated account of one 
man’s descent into a fascist 
hell. It is essential reading. 


























hmenin Hell, 


Spectator in Hell, 

the story of Arthur Dodds, 

prisoner 221925, by Colin Rushton. 
(Summersdale, 2001, 

ISBN 1 84024 143 8, £7.99) 
Review by Andy Rees 


rthur Dodds’s story would be a remarkable one 
even if he were not a living eyewitness to the 


orrors of the Holocaust. The victim of an 
industrial accident at a Cheshire canal boatyard in 
September 1938, in which his left foot was almost 
severed from his leg, Arthur was categorised “B2” by the 
Army and declared unfit for military service at the 
outbreak of the Second World War. However the Army 
soon found a use for Arthur given his HGV licence, 
mechanical skills and extensive driving experience. 
He found himself training Army drivers and was later 
sent with the British Expeditionary Force to France, 
where he acted as a motorcycle despatch rider. 
Caught up in the shambolic retreat of the British forces, 
only to be left behind after the evacuation of the 
beaches at Dunkirk, Arthur managed to make it back to 
Britain by swimming out to a small barge off the French 
coast near Dieppe. 

Arthur saw further military service in North Africa, 
where his job was to drive a lorry refuelling tanks on the 
battlefield. During one such encounter the British tanks 
- Matilda, Valentine and Honeys - were no match for the 
Nazis’ Tiger tanks. Arthut’s life was saved by the fact that 
he had taken the precaution of souping up his lorry’s 
engine with some Opel carburettors, which helped him 
outrun the Tigers and live to fight another day. In the 
aftermath of the first battle of Tobruk, Arthur was 
captured by Rommel’s forces together with 30,000 other 
Allied soldiers. So began a journey that took Arthur to 
Poland as a prisoner-of-war. 

At Poznan, the refusal of Arthur and 24 of his fellow 
British POWs to dig coal for the Nazi war effort led to a 
savage beating and their transportation to a place whose 
name was unknown to 
the outside world: 
Auschwitz. 

Arthur remained in 
| Auschwitz from June 
1942 to January 1945 at 
Monowitz, forced to 
_ work in the Buna plant, 
which produced ersatz 
rubber for IG Farben 
and other companies. 
During this time he and 
his fellow POWs carried 
out numerous acts of 
sabotage at the plant in 
cooperation with Polish 
partisans and_ tried 
== whenever possible to 
“= help Jewish prisoners. 









































In a tragic irony Arthur 
suffered bomb blast injuries 
to his legs during an 
American air raid on 
Auschwitz and later, during 
his forced march _ to 
Buchenwald in 1945, several 
of his comrades were killed 
after their column was 
strafed by a Russian fighter 
plane. 

The horrors Arthur 
witnessed at Auschwitz, 
including savage beatings 
and, shortly before the 
arrival of the Russian 
liberators, the sadistic 
murder of Jewish children, 
left him with terrible 
nightmares for many years 
after the war. On his return 
to Cheshire he found a 
world where the British public, in the immediate 
postwar years, was completely unaware of the horrors 
of Auschwitz and seemed unwilling to believe his story. 
He therefore kept silent for 45 years until he met 
Colin Rushton on the anniversary of VE Day in 1995 
and agreed to publish an account of his time at 
Auschwitz. The book contains exclusive photographs 
and an appendix which lists many of the British and 
Commonwealth POWs held at Auschwitz. 

A deeply spiritual man, Arthur is convinced that his 
Christian faith sustained him during his horrific war 
experiences. Whilst a POW in Auschwitz Arthur read 
the Bible three times from cover to cover. Arthur is now 
82 years old but still goes bowling and rides a bicycle 
every day. His wartime experiences have left him 
with a burning intolerance of antisemitism and 
racial supremacy. 
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below: 
Arthur Dodds 
in 1999 at 
one of the 
crematoria 
at Birkenau 
destroyed by 
the Germans 
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in 
relevant 





concerning the importance of globalisation for anti- 

fascist activists. It seems entirely right to me that 
anti-fascists should discuss this important topic. 
There are tens of thousands outside our ranks who are 
discussing these ideas. Rather than waiting for the tide of 
history to wash them to us, at some point we should 
engage with them, criticising ideas which are hostile 
to the movement, and supporting others that assist our 
core values. Faced with the two pieces which have 
been published so far, my own approach will be closer to 
Steve Silver's. 

In their article for May’s Searchlight, Leonard Zeskind 
and Devin Burghart suggested that globalisation had 
reached a turning point. From now on, they propose, 
anti-fascists should watch on the sidelines while more 
significant forces (“globalisers, anti-globalisers and 
internationalists”) fight the real “battle of three corners”. I 
would like to challenge this idea, and begin on the terrain 
on which Zeskind and Burghart’s piece was posed. What 
is globalisation and how should anti-fascists respond? 

Like the words “socialism” and “capitalism”, 
“globalisation” refers to economic processes that have 
shaped the rest of human existence. Silver is correct when 


ae followed with interest the debate in Searchlight 





Making 


investment at will. Another theorist of globalisation, 
Nigel Harris, has argued that new methods of flexible 
working rely less on a fixed means of production and are 
consequently easier to move. Thanks to the invisible 
hand of the free market, industry has already begun to 
move from the West to the areas where labour is cheapest. 
Therefore the Third World will catch up with the First. 

The arguments behind globalisation have come in for 
some sharp criticism. For example, Paul Hirst’s and 
Grahame Thompson's book, Globalization in Question, 
argues that, despite the myths, genuine transnational 
corporations remain rare. Actually factories cannot be 
relocated at will because fixed capital is too expensive to 
move. In global terms, there is no trend towards a greater 
amount of foreign investment. The world economy is not 
global but regional. It is dominated by just three large 
blocs, Europe, Japan and North America. The Third 
World's share of trade is falling, not rising. 

The people who used to say that economic 
globalisation was an established fact these days tend to 
make a much more modest claim, simply that the world 
is getting smaller. For them, globalisation means that 
more people are logging on to the Internet, and that 
Nike, Pepsi, Adidas and Coke are being sold everywhere. 
Such an argument may well be true, but is not a vastly 
different description of how the world works from the 
one suggested by Marx and Engels in the Communist 
Manifesto, “The need of a constantly expanding market 
for its products chases the bourgeoisie over the whole 
surface of the globe. It must nestle everywhere, settle 


ternationalism 





By Dave Renton 


he says that the starting point is the fall of the Soviet 
Union in 1991 (although I do think he exaggerates the 
presence of the USSR as a source of strength for 
anti-fascists). Since 1991, the economic system we live in 
has gone through one of its periodic changes in style. 
It hasn't been a change as profound as the process that 
began in the seventeenth century of transformation from 
rural economies to the industrial market. A better 
comparison would be the shift in the 1890s from free- 
trade capitalism to a protectionist, colonial model — what 
Marxists used to call “imperialism”. Indeed even within in 
the life history of capitalism there have been several such 
changes: to imperialism in the 1890s, then to a more 
statified form of capitalism in the 1930s and finally to a 
more private, global system today. 

The people who believe most ardently in globalisation 
— and they are the ones who write the books — make all 
sorts of grand claims for the era of globalisation. Scott 
Lasch and John Urry have described a new form of 
“disorganised capitalism”. States, tariffs, trade unions are 
each alike unable to prevent capital from moving 
wherever it wants. In the era of globalisation, everything 
is changed. A truly global economy has emerged, in 
which huge multinational companies relocate their 
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everywhere, establish connections everywhere.” 

The reason for going through this potted history of the 
term globalisation is to remind people that behind the 
pop theory are some pretty basic facts. For a start, when 
people talk about globalisation, they mean the processes 
by which international capital dominates the world. 
If you are going to talk about capital, then somewhere in 
your explanation there must be room for labour. 
Also globalisation is an argument — that we are in a new 
period, that states and labour have lost - and this 
argument isn’t over, it isn’t settled and indeed won't be 
decisively answered until we can see how states, capital, 
First and Third World workers have responded to the 
challenge of post-1989 politics. 

In Zeskind’s battle of three corners we are faced not 
with a conflict of ideals or principles but with an 
argument over people. When Zeskind and Burghart 
say “globalists”, they mean free-market capital. When they 
talk about “nationalists”, they mean states. When 
they describe “nationalists”, they mean the political 
representatives of any local business that is losing out in 
the new global marketplace. When they describe 
“fnternationalists”, this is a code word for workers, their 
representatives and their allies in the red and green 
movements. Once you've cut through the code, you can 
see the problems with their argument. What Zeskind and 
Burghart are saying is that anti-fascists should not ally 
with anti-globalisers because these people operate in a 
political context that is more amenable to nationalism 
than to traditional anti-racist values. 

At this point, it’s worth asking if they're right? Is it true 
that anti-capitalist mobilisations, such as Seattle, Prague 


and Quebec, were dominated by conspiracy theorists, 
right-wing nationalists and the like? No, it is not even a 
fraction of the truth. At Seattle, for example, libertarian 
internationalists (by which I mean anarchists) worked in 
a practical alliance with working-class trade unionists. 
Teamster leaders attempted to keep workers away from 
the anti-capitalist protests, arguing that their enemy was 
Asian workers who would steal their jobs. But as the steel 
workers and others saw the cops charge the anarchists, 
rank and file labour went the other way towards 
internationalism. 

I have attended several of the major anti-capitalist 
mobilisations, and I haven't yet seen a single 
representative of the far right on any of the marches. 
When they attempted to show up at Prague, for example, 
Czech fascists were physically removed. A similar 
thing happened in Nice, where the Front National 
mobilisation was outnumbered, isolated and mocked 
by a small knot of anarchists. Indeed June's Searchlight 
carried a report on the recent protests in Quebec 
which seemed to me to argue that everything 
Zeskind and Burghart had predicted was wrong. 
According to Martin Thériault, the right attempted to 
swim in the tide of anti-globalisation in Quebec but it 
was not allowed in. 

In Merseyside, where I live, the largest group of people 
currently involved in practical solidarity work with 
refugees is the anti-capitalist group, People not Profit. 
It’s also true that the largest anti-fascist mobilisations of 
recent times — those in Vienna after Haider's election 
victory — copied the style and politics of the Seattle 
protests. This is one reason why they were so confident, 
so political and so big. Links are being made now 
between anti-racists and anti-capitalists. 

I think one reason why Zeskind and Burghart feel that 
the anti-capitalist milieu is hostile to anti-fascist politics 
is that they misunderstand the actual idea of 
“globalisation” that exists in most activists’ heads. In the 
official versions of globalisation theory that I have 
already outlined, the problems of world capitalism are 
blamed on world trade. It’s a version of the old 
nationalistic argument: why are you unhappy? Because 
of foreigners. But this isn't the version of globalisation 
that passes as common sense within protests like 
Quebec and Prague. 

For more people, globalisation has become not a 
horizontal but a vertical term. The problem with 
capitalism is not that it intrudes widely, across borders. 
The problem is that it intrudes deeply, affecting every 
aspect of our lives. Work is getting longer and more 
- intense. The end of state capitalism has meant the 
decline of the welfare state in most countries. Now there 
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2 Be 
Globalisation 


are fewer obstacles to the untrammelled power of the 
market. This is the message of Naomi Klein's book, 
No Logo. You can't live ten minutes without someone 
trying to sell you a product, and that’s wrong. 

I wouldn't suggest for a second that the general trend 
towards a more international form of capitalism offers 
no problems for anti-fascists. But I would see these 
dilemmas as an expression of older tasks reappearing 
now in a new and sometimes sharper form. One fact is 
that despite the claim that globalisation would distribute 
wealth to the Third World, the opposite process has taken 
place. And because their countries remain poor, large 
numbers of people want to move. There are no more 
people now moving to Europe or America than there 
were in the two decades after 1945, but there is more 
opposition on the part of our rulers, who want capital to 
move freely but labour to be constrained. So the most 
urgent political task in the new period is to build fighting 
links between working people and immigrants, trade 
unions, refugees and asylum seekers. 

The difficulties of doing this aren't new. For one 
hundred years, trade unionists have debated whether 
or not to support immigration controls. But in the past 30 
years, the trade union argument for protectionism has in 
most countries been defeated. The revolt of low-paid 
immigrant workers in Britain, France and Germany in 
the 1970s proved in practice to trade unionists that 
indigenous labour should ally with immigrant labour. 

This is the point at which Zeskind’s and Burghart’s 
notion of “the battle at three corners” is most keenly 
expressed. Business wants both globalisation and 
immigration controls. Should workers ally with either 
part of this combination or should they oppose them 
both? Any anti-fascist worth their salt would oppose 
both capitalism and immigration controls. Indeed the 
only new force that exists now and already shares those 
politics is the anti-capitalist movement, which is why 
anti-fascists should be there. 

If anti-fascists were to believe that the anti-capitalist, 
anti-corporate milieu was hostile to them, then we 
would be committing an act of special folly. Of course, 
not all of the arguments have already been won, there or 
elsewhere. But a new left is being born, which could be 
amenable to a profoundly anti-racist politics. While there 
is much still to be done, it is also true that the left can 
exist much more easily within anti-capitalist circles than 
the right. Instead of ignoring anti-capitalism, anti- 
fascists should do what the protesters did in Vienna and 
learn from the new movement. If we succeed in that task, 
then the prospects for anti-fascists are good. 

This is the third essay on globalisation. All can be found 
on the Searchlight website www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Marx on Globalisation 

The immense scholarship and analytical powers of Marx mean that his 
writings on international capitalism and its effects remain of interest in 
current debates on globalisation. 


With this in mind, Lawrence and Wishart offer a new selection from the 
writings of Marx, in the hope that it will enrich current discussions. 


Marx on Globalisation is published by Lawrence and Wishart, London. 


ISBN: 0 85315 909 2. £1399 a 


Edited & selected by Dave Renton 
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ROMANIA 


Publishers push nazi books 


Several Romanian publishing houses touted antisemitic 
works and Nazi propaganda, including Adolf Hitler's 
Mein Kampf, at a book fair in Bucharest in June despite 
protests from publishers, writers and intellectuals. 
Although Romanian law punishes Nazi propaganda and 
incitement of racial hatred with a prison sentence of six 
months to five years, a number of publishers at the fair 
offered a range of nazi literature that is outlawed in most 
west European countries. 

Mihai Oroveanu, head of the national exhibitions 
office, said he was “furious” about these practices and 
that Romania should respect European law. 

The writer Gabriel Liiceanu, representing the 
Romanian Publishers’ Association, also denounced the 
sale of nazi literature, which had mostly been translated 
from French. 

Following an earlier complaint from the Israeli 
embassy, Romania’s Justice Minister launched an 
inquiry into the publication of an of antisemitic joke 
book. The complaint was made before the book fair but 
the book was still on sale there. 


CZECH REPUBLIC 


Clampdown on nazis 


Police in the Czech Republic plan to use infiltration and 
other tactics to clamp down on nazi activity, according to 
Czech press reports. Interior Minister Stanislav Gross said 
that “a new interpretation of the law” will allow police to go 
under cover and use listening devices to gather evidence 
about right-wing extremists. Particularly targeted will be 
those seeking to profit financially from racist publications 
and other far-right money-making gimmicks. He added that 
the clampdown could include bans on some political 
parties and groups and that frontier police may be given 
new powers to crack down on non-Czech nazis at the 
country’s borders. 

The move follows recent nazi skinhead concerts that 
attracted participants from Germany and Hungary. It was 
announced after Czech Jewish leaders criticised the 
government for allowing nazi gatherings to take place 
unimpeded. 

Meanwhile in Ostrava two skinheads, aged 18 and 22, 
have been jailed for a year and three years respectively for 
the manslaughter of a 40-year-old Roma man in May 
1998. A court heard that they had beaten him up and put 
him on a road so that he was run over by several passing 
vehicles, including a police car, whose driver was given a 
15-month jail term. 


THE NETHERLANDS 
Nato officer linked to nazi boss 


An intelligence officer in the F-16 aircraft squadron at 
the Dutch Gilze-Rijen Nato air base has been exposed by 
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the Social Democratic weekly, Vrij Nederland, as the 
girlfriend of Constant Kusters, a leading Dutch nazi. 
Now a public relations liability to her Nato bosses and 
the Dutch Air Force, she faces dismissal. 

Kusters’s party, the Nederlandse Volksunie (NV), is the 
oldest nazi party in The Netherlands. Before Kusters 
took over, its leader was Joop Glimmerveen, a former 
Korean War veteran and later a finance officer at the 
Nato headquarters in The Hague. The NV’s former 
deputy leader is Roeland Raes, the recently sacked 
Belgian senator and Vlaams Blok MP, who caused a 
scandal by claiming in a Dutch television interview that 
Anne Frank’s diary was a forgery. 

The Gilze-Rijen base is in the south of Holland and 
has often been the scene of peace demonstrations. 
It was the launchpad for Nato bombing missions during 
the 1999 war in Yugoslavia. 

This is not the first nazi scandal linked to the Dutch 
armed forces. Last year, Yugoslav police arrested a 
group of former Dutch soldiers styling themselves as 
tourists, who had smuggled weapons, including a Hitler 
Youth dagger, to Serbia. At least one had been in the 
fascist Centrumpartij '86, now called the Nieuwe 
Nationale Partij, a sister party of Nick Griffin’s British 
National Party. 


AFGHANISTAN 
Yellow badges for Hindus 


The ruling extremist Taleban government has adopted 
measures reminiscent of the Nazi treatment of the Jews to 
force the country’s several thousand-strong Hindu minority 
to wear a yellow symbol to distinguish them from Muslims. 
The move has been roundly condemned by UN secretary 
general Kofi Annan, the UN human rights commissioner 
Mary Robinson, and the Indian and US governments. 
Hindus in the eastern city of Jalalabad have already said 
that if they are treated as “rebels” for refusing to wear the 
symbol, they will leave Afghanistan. The Taleban Islamic 
Council claims absurdly that the measures have been 
“introduced at the Hindus’ own request”. Observers in 
Kabul believe that the new laws are also a means by which 
the Taleban can identify potential moderate Islamic 
opponents. 


POLAND 
Nazis on trial 


Two Polish nazis are on trial in the northern town of 
Olsztyn, accused of organising an illegal rally in the 
nearby village of Rogiedle in spring last year. 

The rally, attended by over 200 nazis, terrified local 
people who were woken up by shouts of “Sieg Heil”. 
One of the accused is the landlord of the pub where the 
nazis gathered. He claims the event was “a private 
birthday party”. Both men have been charged with 
promoting fascism. 





ITALY 


by Alfio Bernabei 
A long and bloody trail 


THREE NEO-FASCISTS who planted a bomb that killed 
16 people inside a bank in Milan in 1969 were given life 
sentences at the end of a trial in an Italian court last 
month. The outrage marked the start of the strategy of 
tension that ignited a war between extremists and led to 
about 300 deaths in subsequent years. In the context 
of the Cold War and Nato’s stay-behind strategy, 
Western secret services engaged local agents and 
nazi-fascists, some recruited during the final stages of 
the Second World War, to engage in activities designed to 
heighten the sense of communist threat to democratic 
institutions and keep the army on full alert, ready to 
strike militarily as happened in Greece in 1977. 

Delfo Zorzi, Carlo Maria Maggi and Giancarlo 
Rognoni were found guilty of planting the device that 
exploded inside the crowded Banca dell’Agricoltura. 
Carlo Digiglio was also found guilty but was acquitted 
because he gave information to the police. The families 
of some of the victims have now asked for the 
extradition of Zorzi who lives in Japan. The investigating 
magistrate, Guido Salvini, said that much remains to be 
uncovered about those responsible. Police officer 
Antonio Russo commented, “the Americans acted 
ambiguously, half way between knowing and not 
preventing, and providing incentives to commit the 
atrocities”. 

The three convicted were leading members of Ordine 
Nuovo, one of the many fascist groups to which some 
current ministers in the Berlusconi government were 
also linked. Ordine Nuovo was formed by Pino Rauti, a 
leading fascist who at the general election in May made 
a political deal with Berlusconi to enable the latter to 
secure more seats in southern Italy. The trial in Milan 
also confirmed that two leading fascists, Franco Freda 
and Giovanni Ventura, played an important role in 
events leading up to the terrorist attack at the bank 
although neither could be reindicted following their 
acquittal in a previous trial. 

Mystery remains over who gave the orders. One of 
those accused of the Milan outrage was Guido 
Giannettini, who was employed by the Italian Secret 
Service. According to the former Interior Minister, Paolo 
’ Emilio Taviani, “the government of the day knew about 
the plan to bomb the bank and tried to prevent it, but 
unsuccessfully”. Taviani’s eagerly awaited memoirs will 
soon be published and should throw some light on the 
strategy of tension, the links between foreign and 
indigenous secret service agents and fascist murderers, 
as well as government ministers in the know but tied to 
the rules of secrecy. 

Among the worst atrocities perpetrated on civilians as 
part of the strategy of tension was the explosion at 
Bologna railway station that killed 85 people on 2 August 
1980. Two of the victims were British. Suspicion fell on a 
group of Italian fascists who fled to London, only to be 
welcomed back to Rome years later by a leading 
member of Gianfranco Fini’s National Alliance. 
Although two neo-fascists, Giusva Fioravanti and 
Francesca Mambro, received life sentences, they are at 
present enjoying freedom, having spent a mere two 
months in jail for every person they killed. Here again 


mystery remains over who gave the orders. According to 
Paolo Bolognesi, secretary of the Association of the 
Families of the Victims, among those who deliberately 
put investigators on the wrong track to protect the real 
culprits were Francesco Pazienza, a secret service agent, 
and Licio Gelli, Master of the P2 Masonic Lodge, as well 
as members of the Italian secret service and a leading 
member of Banda della Magliana, a mafia organisation 
based in Rome. 

On the 21st anniversary of the massacre, Bolognesi 
will ask Berlusconi, whose name was on Gelli’s P2 list, to 
honour a petition that bears 100,000 signatures of 
Italians who demand the abolition of state secrets on 
matters concerning terrorist atrocities against civilians. 
“Justice and truth are a duty of all citizens,” says 
Bolognesi “particularly those who carry government 
responsibilities”. But given the make-up of the current 
Berlusconi government with an abundance of neo- 
fascist ministers and the inevitable protective chain of 
command that glues them together, it is unlikely that 
truths about the terrorist activities of the far right that 
bloodied Italy in the 1970s and 1980s will be uncovered. 
The judicial system as a whole has suffered heavy blows 
under the attacks from the right, led by Berlusconi 
himself, and is in disarray over what to do next in the 
face of ministers and MPs with neo-fascist links and a 
deputy premier, Fini, who was himself for many years 
the leader of a fascist group descended from Mussolini’s 
blackshirts. 

It is precisely the criminal heritage of the strategy 
of tension still shrouded in mystery, combined with 
people in positions of power who may have little 
interest in throwing light on events, that leads many to 
fear that the truth may succumb to political pressure. 
Gaetano Pecorella, the lawyer who defended Zorzi and 
who is at present an Interior Ministry Under Secretary 
in the Berlusconi government, thundered last week that 
his client had been the victim of an unjust guilty 
verdict. At the same time two junior ministers in the 
Justice Department criticised the judges in another 
tribunal dealing with mafia allegations, stung by 
the fact that the verdicts had not gone as they would 
have wished. 

With a Prime Minister condemned several times for 
financial irregularities, who appears to have avoided 
jail sentences only because terms have elapsed due to 
delays, little hope remains of restoring faith in the 
judiciary and in government institutions as a whole. 
The impression is widespread that some of those with 
more to hide have placed themselves above justice and 
turned themselves into virtual untouchables, 

Only last week the Prime Minister was yet again 
saved from further embarrassment in court by the 
lapse of time limits in a case dealing with corruption 
charges. On this occasion the discharge verdict alluded 
to the fact that he was now enjoying a new status 
as premier. 

As some commentators have remarked, Berlusconi 
could have renounced the easy way out and demanded 
to be questioned and tried in order to clear himself, but 
he chose not to do so. Simultaneously it was announced 
that yet another trial is due to begin in the near future in 
which Berlusconi will be required to answer questions 
on the financial dealings of a large number of offshore 
companies and on bribery charges, all going back to the 
seizure of papers in the offices of a London firm. 

The proceedings will be watched with interest by Fini 
who is poised to step into his place should the media 
mogul end up in jail. 
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AUSTRIA 


From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


Haider escapes 
antisemitism charges 


JORG HAIDER will not face charges over remarks that 
implied Jews were dirty after the Vienna public 
prosecutor decided there was no evidence to support 
claims of antisemitism. 

The leader of Austria’ Jewish community, 
Ariel Muzicant, had lodged a formal complaint of 
antisemitic incitement against the former leader of the 
extreme right-wing Freedom Party (FPO) over his 
controversial statement in March in which he told a big 
crowd of cheering supporters that he could not 
understand how someone called Ariel could have so 
much dirt sticking to him. 

Haider later claimed that it was no more than a play 
on words as Ariel is also a brand of washing powder, 
but critics said it was a clear reference to the Nazi belief 
that all Jews are dirty. 

On 3 July the public prosecutor, Karl Schober, said that 
after looking into the facts he had decided to take no 
further action. He added that there was not enough 
evidence that the remarks had been made to incite 
hatred against Jews, but claimed that under Austria’s 
strict data protection laws he could not give any further 
details of the decision. 

A Socialist member of parliament has asked whether 
the Minister of Justice intervened in this case and the 
FPO’s token Jew, Peter Sichrovsky, has tried again to 
explain away his master’s antisemitic outburst as a 
‘joke’. However Muzicant has lodged a further writ 
against Haider at the Vienna district court, charging him 
with libel and intimidation. 

Haider stepped down as leader of the FPO in May last 
year in the face of international criticism after his party 
became the junior partner in a coalition government 
with the conservatives. In the past he has praised the 
employment policies of the Third Reich, called SS 
officers “men of honour” and described concentration 
camps as “punishment centres”, implying that those 
sent there had done something to deserve it. 


SWEDEN 


From Expo in Stockholm 


Racist party expels prominent 
hardliners 


THE RACIST SWEDEN DEMOCRATS (SD) party faces a 
possible split after a bout of internal warfare. While on the 
surface there have been few problems with activity or rallying 
supporters in the past year, there has been sharp conflict 
inside the SD between hardline racists and those who want 
the party to become more liberal and respectable. 

As a result two leading hardliners have been expelled 
from the party amid allegations about “infiltrators”, “Jews” 
and “freemasons”. Anders Steen, chairman of the party’s 
Stockholm district and a councillor in nearby Haninge, and 
Tor Paulsson, a former party organiser, have been accused 
of trying to make way for a parallel organisation. 

The expulsions have led to problems for the SD’s official 
leader, Mikael Jansson, and his supporters because Steen and 
Paulsson have started to mobilise support from other activists 
and are threatening to split the party down the middle. 

During Jansson’s time at the helm of the SD, the main 
strategy has been to present the party as a serious and 
democratic alternative to the established political 
mainstream, which has meant toning down open racist 
propaganda. 

Jansson’s main difficulty, however, is that many of the 
hardliners who support Steen and Paulsson are respected 
and influential members, especially in Stockholm. Steen 
has bitterly criticised his expulsion, declaring: “This is an 
ideological dispute. We are nationalists and are against 
liberalisation of the party programme.” 

The dispute has also resulted in a flurry of bizarre 
accusations directed at Tommy Funebo, a leading SD 
member. Steen has branded Funebo an “infiltrator” and 
“oro-lsraeli”, which is apparently a serious accusation 
within the party. 

When the anti-fascist magazine Expo asked Funebo 
about Steen’s accusations, he replied: “Tor and Anders 
have some good qualities, but they see Jews and 
freemasons around every corner”. The last time the SD split 
was in 1995 when a considerable number of members left 
to become members of a rival nazi group. 
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NORWAY 


From Monitor in Oslo 


Race hate laws poorly enforced 


THE NORWEGIAN LEGAL SYSTEM has failed badly to 
enforce the country’s laws against incitement of racial 
hatred, according to a report published by the anti- 
fascist magazine Monitor and the Oslo Anti-Racist 
Centre. The report also documents the fact that the 
Norwegian Justice Minister, Hanne Harlem, and her 
chief prosecutor have misinformed the public about the 
situation. 

According to Ms Harlem, 29 complaints were filed 
with the police for incitement of racial hatred in 1999, of 
which half were investigated. Yet the statistics show that 
35 complaints were filed, that only seven were 
investigated and that in only four of these were charges 
brought. Furthermore, the 453 cases reported to the 
police between 1987 and 1999 resulted in only nine 
people being convicted for incitement of racial hatred. 

The brutal murder of the black teenager, Benjamin 
Hermansen, in February this year led to massive public 
outrage in Norway. Representatives of the royal family, 
the government, all the political parties and the church 
led a huge demonstration in which no fewer than eight 
per cent of Oslo’s residents took part. Even the Nato 
secretary general, Lord Robertson, joined what was the 
largest political demonstration in postwar Norway. 

In his keynote speech at the demonstration, Prime 
Minister Jens Stoltenberg said: “Three Norwegian kings 
have had the motto ‘All for Norway’; today we say 
‘Norway for all’”. Judging by several cases in the court 
system since that statement, it seems that Mr 
Stoltenberg was a bit too optimistic if he meant that the 
authorities were going to protect minorities from hate 
propaganda and discrimination. 

The latest example of this occurred on 23 June, when 
40 goons from the hardcore nazi group, Bootboys, were 
allowed to celebrate the summer solstice with white 
power music, big loudspeakers and an orgy of drunken 
“sieg-heiling” in a popular Oslo recreation area. Local 
police helpfully explained afterwards that the nazis 
would have gained too much public attention if they 
had intervened. 

The Bootboys’ party followed an internal meeting at 
which all 40 of them reportedly just managed to stay 
sober for the two hours it took them to discuss the need 
’ for unity among Norway’s internally riven nazi groups. 

Apparently, Alexander Erling Kristoffersen, one of the 
few Bootboys leaders still not in jail, is desperately 
seeking to settle the ongoing conflict between himself 
and the crazed nazi gunman, Johnny Olsen. 
Kristoffersen is trying to build a new Bootboys outfit, 
Club 22, as a common recruiting organisation for all 
Norwegian nazi groups. Not surprisingly, recruitment is 
planned by arranging parties at which huge quantities of 
alcohol are provided and consumed. 

While the remnants of the Bootboys quaff their beer, 
several of their leading comrades are drying out in 
prison. Ole Nicolai Kvisler, who together with Joe Erling 
Jahr and Veronica Andreassen has been charged with 
Hermansen’s murder, has just been sentenced to a 
further 18 months in jail for stabbing a foreign man in 
Oslo last December. He was also convicted for 
assaulting a journalist and theft of a car. 

In Bergen, Ingolf Ovretveit, a local nazi, has received a 


15-month jail sentence for pouring several litres of 
petrol on the stairs of a left-wing bookshop. He was also 
convicted for criminal damage, armed robbery of a taxi, 
obtaining a stolen rifle and illegally possessing a 
shotgun. 

In court, he claimed to have left the nazi movement 
and to have stopped drinking. However on the day of the 
verdict he showed up in court with his comrades-in- 
arms Mikkel Vetvik and Kim Hugo Hansen, both well 
known nazis with convictions for violence. Ovretveit 
has previously served seven months in prison for the 
racially motivated knife stabbing of an African youth 
two years ago. 

While the prison system seemingly swallows up huge 
parts of the Norwegian nazi movement, those nazis still 
on the loose are having difficulties promoting their 
hatred. Bravenet has now closed the Bootboys email 
account. This is the third Internet service provider that 
has acted against them. Microsoft's Hotmail had deleted 
the nazis’ Internet guest book as did Theguestbook.com 
in February. 

The state-owned telephone company, Telenor Mobil, 
has just decided that the Bootboys’ front outfit, Club 22, 
cannot distribute its mobile telephone logos from 
Telenor’s website. According to Telenor Mobil’s 
information officer, Jo Heldas, the decision was not hard 
to take: “Normally we are not too keen on censorship, 
but in this case we found people's rights indirectly 
violated, and we do not want that on our website”. 

In contrast to their Internet problems, the nazis have 
received a minor boost from the Norwegian Media 
Board’s decision to permit Radio Niterocket to 
reestablish itself as a local radio station in Oslo. Radio 
Niterocket gained notoriety in the 1990s as the only 
Norwegian radio station broadcasting nazi propaganda. 
Its studio was well known as a hangout for nazis to 
drink before going out and attacking anti-racists. 
Rune Kjelldahl, the station's editor, now claims that he 
will run a proper local station, with “an anti-racist 
profile’, but anti-racists in Oslo remain sceptical. 
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Sir Lawrence 
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David Icke 
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government 
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have his 
work 
translated 
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by Martin Thériault 


New ‘patriot’ movement for a 
new age 


AT A TIME when the militia movement is fading in the 
United States, its rhetoric is attracting new recruits in 
Canada. For the past couple of months, a bizarre 
assortment of conspiracy theorists has succeeded in 
making some significant inroads into Canada. Featuring 
figures from David Icke and Eustace Mullins, to the local 
“untaxman’”, “unlicensedman” and Tommy “no-usury”, 
conferences and meetings are being held regularly to 
fight the great conspiracy and offer solutions to the 
development of the so-called New World Order. 
Labelling itself as a new “freedom” movement, it is in 
reality peddling intolerance behind the smokescreen of 
anti-taxation, individual rights and new age approaches. 


They’re out to get us 

The fundamental element of all the variants of this 
movement is a belief in a worldwide secretive 
conspiracy to get us. Feeding on fear and economic 
hardship, they are able to draw a sizeable following and 
tap into areas that white nationalists have historically 
been unable to penetrate. For the most part, these 
groups have aligned themselves with variants of the 
Posse Comitatus and Christian Patriot movements from 
the United States. The heart of their programme is to 
fight what they see as illegal and corrupt governments 
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that are at the helm of a secret agenda to destroy 
individuals and their rights. 

As a Coalition for Human Dignity document puts it, 
“standing in the way of this Christian patriot utopia is the 
Conspiracy — an anti-Christian plot run alternatively by 
the Jews, Zionists, atheistic communists, international 
bankers, the Federal Reserve, the Rothschild and/or the 
Rockefeller families, the United Nations, the Masons, the 
Illuminati and so on ad nauseam’. Basically, every ill in 
society can be traced to the so-called conspiracy and the 
solution lies with an individual “rebirth” to fight this evil. 

In the fast growing anti-taxation movement, the 
purpose of this “rebirth” is to become a “sovereign 
Citizen” and regain individual freedom from the illegal 
government. This is at the core of the movement and is 
modelled on the Posse Comitatus motto of “God’s law 
for God’s people”. Get rid of your tax form, your driver’s 
licence, and enter the freedom monetary system that 
will solve all your problems. In the same framework, 
members are told about the secret plot to seize property 
and guns, and control health through vaccines, and the 
list goes on. Even if most of these groups claim not to be 
antisemitic or racist, they can barely control themselves 
in identifying the plotters as mostly Jews. Even the flaky 
David Icke, who claims we are under the control of 
lizards from outer space, cannot restrain himself from 
declaring Judaism to be the most racist religion! 


Expansion 
Since the 1996 International Society for Individual 
Liberty (ISIL) conference in Canada, the anti-tax 
movement has been on a major expansion drive in most 
parts of the country. The presence at that conference of 
two key figures in the US Patriot movement, Larry Dodge 
and Charles Duke, paved the way for future organisation. 
Since then, a wide variety of movements has grown, such 
as Patriots on Guard, De-Tax Canada, and so on. 
Initially most people regarded the anti-tax movement 
as no more than a bunch of middle-class whites trying 
to save income tax, but it has clearly evolved since then. 
One of its key ideologues is the vitriolic antisemite 
Eustace Mullins. Mullins has been associated with the 
Nazi movement in the US for most of the past 50 years. 
He has been invited to a wide variety of conferences in 
the past few years and anti-fascists have only recently 
succeeded in keeping him out of Canada. He has been 
able to build bridges between different movements and 
put forward his virulent racism and antisemitism. 
Mullins has been invited to health conferences, anti- 
tax meetings, and even to join the infamous David Icke 
on the last stop of his “world tour” in Canada. Mullins 
has been writing about what he calls the secret Jewish 
plot against humanity, the Federal Reserve system in the 
US, and even claimed that the polio vaccine was a plot 
by the Jews to eliminate good Christian children in the 
1950s. He is a close associate of Willis Carto’s Spotlight, 
one of the key journals for neo-Nazis in the US. Mullins’s 
writings are compulsory reading for all in this new white 
nationalist movement in Canada and provide a 
crossover between more radical Christian patriots, neo- 
Nazis and followers of holistic medicine and the new 
age. A note of interest is that, while the neo-Nazis of the 
Heritage Front, for instance, have been silent partners or 
onlookers, they recently started advertising meetings of 
freedom movements on their website. 


New grounds 
“Watch out for the Free Trade Agreement of the 
Americas and all other versions of the same thing. It’s 


friendly fascism...”. This is how Eldon Warman, one of 
the key figures of the new Patriot movement in Canada, 
launched his call to action against globalisation. In 
recent months, most of these groups have launched 
offensives to access the anti-globalisation movement. 
Many are also active in the nationalist Canadian Action 
Party and have left behind the Libertarian Party and 
other fringe outfits. During the recent summit of the 
Americas in Quebec City, they organised free buses and 
attempted to infiltrate the youth movement. Now they 
are planning a website offering “networking for action” 
and are preparing for the G8 meeting of 2002 in Ottawa, 
Canada. 

These new “patriots” are also active in a wide variety 
of single issue groups across Canada on themes 
including the environment, holistic medicines, 
marijuana, opposition to gun control and anti-abortion. 
This sugar-coated message is penetrating new areas and 
even some “leftists” are being drawn into their sphere of 
influence. The anti-government rhetoric and the 
financial basis offered by these groups are tempting for 
many of those who are also fighting capitalism and 
exploitation. 

The financial basis of the movement is quite strong. 
Besides a number of pyramid scam operations for 
“investment” in the alternative and free system, 
more white people are ready to pay to support these 
fighters of the New World Order. Demanding only cash, 
they collect very large sums of money, which provides 
support for more actions. 

Recently, a day-long seminar on how to withdraw 
legally from income tax drew 200 participants at $160 
each, yielding an easy $32,000 for the cause. 

Even David Icke is making a bundle out of the misery 
of those seeking the truth behind the Great Secret. 
At a Montreal conference, Icke drew 250 people at 
$110 for an afternoon's work - a quick $27,500 for 
an afternoon. 


A movement to stop 

This movement has been able to build a Canada-wide 
network over the past year. We are dealing with an 
upsurge in white nationalist organisation in most parts 
of the country. They have also strong links to groups and 
magazines in Europe, Australia and the United States. 
Spotlight, Spectrum, the Republic of Texas, Mullins and 
a wide assortment of patriot movements are the main 
links in the United States. In Australia, Nexus is a key link 
to these groups while the British National Party, David 
Irving and of course David Icke are also of importance. 
. For instance, the recent French translation of The Big 
Secret by David Icke was carried out by an editor in 
Quebec with the help of federal and Quebec 
government funding! Now, this editor is the main 
distributor for Icke’s lunacy through a new age publisher 
in France. 

This new breed of white nationalist organising poses 
new challenges for the anti-fascist movement. Most 
activities in the past have been directed against the 
street hooligans of the various neo-Nazi groups, and 
very little attention has been directed at the more 
sophisticated and “respectable” forms of antisemitism 
and intolerance. It is imperative that the emergence of 
this movement be addressed head on so that no space 
is left for the right-wing agenda, particularly among 
the anti-globalisation movement. 

A need to expose the real nature of these groups and 
their leaders is now more than ever on the agenda of 
the anti-fascist movement in Canada. 


GERMANY 


By Graeme Atkinson 


British memorial plaque 
unveiled at Sachsenhausen 


A moving ceremony at the site of the former Nazi 
Sachsenhausen concentration camp in Oranienburg, 
near Berlin, took place on 6 July to commemorate the 
British prisoners who lost their lives there and on “death 
marches”, when the camp was evacuated in the face of 
the advancing Allies in 1945. 

The plaque, which is bronze on a red granite base and 
lists the names of the 20 British prisoners who perished, 
is the result of a fundraising campaign by the Royal 
British Legion and the British Sachsenhausen 
Committee on the initiative of 81-year-old camp survivor, 
Jimmy James. 

Present at the ceremony, at which a wreath was laid 
and a lament played by a Scottish piper, were the British 
ambassador to Germany, Sir Paul Lever, relatives of 
those killed and Dr Gunter Morsch, the director of the 
Brandenburg Memorials Foundation. 

In his address, Dr Morsch related the story of the 
hundred or so British captives held in the camp. Seven 
were members of the British Special Forces Commando 
and Special Operations Executive, who were brought to 
Sachsenhausen after being taken prisoner on Operation 
Musketoon and murdered, in October 1942, on the 
personal orders of Hitler. 

Seven British Marines, captured on Operation 
Checkmate, were brought to the camp in September 
1943 and forced for 15 months to do the infamous 
“shoe run” in which they were forced every day, from 
early morning until late in the evening, to run, — under 
the blows of their SS tormentors — a figure of eight the 
length of the parade ground with a 40kg backpack. 

Although they survived this torture — most did not — the 
seven Marines were subsequently killed: five of them 
shot in a mass killing of prisoners considered by the SS 
to be “particularly” dangerous on 2 February 1945. 
Before being shot they had reportedly attacked their 
executioners. The other two. were killed later, one in 
Sachsenhausen, the other in Bergen-Belsen. 

Dr Morsch also commented on another aspect of the 
British men in the camp: the fact that among the other 
prisoners they were renowned for their heroic attempts 
to escape. Jimmy James, who was hauled into 
Sachsenhausen for breaking out of German POW camps 
on several occasions, was one of these men. 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































FRANCE 


From Esbé for SCALP-REFLEX in Paris 


Ageing Le Pen goes all out 
for 2002 


NEXT YEAR’S political life in France will be shaped by national 
elections for the presidency and the French parliament, the 
National Assembly. The presidential election, which is already 
getting under way this summer, is a crucial one for Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, because it could be his last as leader of the 
fascist Front National (FN). 

Four years ago, Jean-Pierre Schénardi, a member of the 
FN’s political bureau, advised Le Pen not to stand in that 
year’s parliamentary elections and to concentrate 
everything on the 2002 ballot, pointing out that “2002 will 
be his last battle”. 

It is undeniable that Le Pen, now 74 years old, has begun 
to show his age but the real reason for worry in 1997 — 
apart from the fear that his then deputy, Bruno Mégret, 
might turn out to be the only FN candidate to get elected to 
parliament and thus endanger Le Pen’s stature as party 
leader — was Le Pen’s own egoistic role as a national figure 
in French politics. 

Le Pen is the only party leader without a personal base in 
a big city or region and without experience of political 
administration on a local scale, and he has never felt much 
inclination to involve himself in local election campaigns. 
This year’s elections are merely a preparation for 2002. 

For Le Pen, the presidential ballot is the only election that 
matters because it is a personalised campaign in which 
there is only one candidate for each party. 

Le Pen breathed a sigh of relief when date of the 
presidential election was finally set for 2002. Had it been 
held in 2000, as he had originally expected, it would have 
been a catastrophe for the FN, which had been 
considerably weakened by the split with Mégret. Le Pen’s 
candidature was also in doubt after a court confirmed his 
conviction for physically attacking a rival candidate in and 
disqualified him from taking part in elections until 24 
November that year. 

To get onto the ballot paper, each potential presidential 
candidate must be nominated by at least 500 elected 
representatives such as mayors, MPs, senators, etc. 
Achieving this tally has always been problematic for Le Pen. 
In 1981 he failed to gather enough signatures. Although 
just before the 1998 split he could have been nominated 
by over 400 FN elected representatives, half of these have 
defected to Mégret’s Mouvement National-Républicain 
(MNR). As for non-FN elected representatives, few are 
willing to signal their support for Le Pen’s party. 

Le Pen is fully aware of this and that is why the gathering 
of signatures is the prime task of his campaign. FN activists 
have been ordered to get out and reach the 500 signature 
target. Martine Lehideux, who stood for the FN in Paris in 
the local elections and is vice president of the party, is in 
charge of the campaign and has issued a brochure for 
potential signatories which stresses Le Pen’s “humble 
origins” and reminds them of the 15% he polled in the 
1995 presidential election. 

Collecting 500 signatures is not Le Pen’s only problem. 
Unlike in 1995, there will be other far-right candidates. 
Apart from the hated Mégret, Philippe De Villiers of the 
Mouvement pour la France (MPF), former Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua of the Rassemblement pour la France (RPF) 
and the anti-abortion, anti-homosexual conservative 
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Christine Boutin have thrown their hats into the ring. 

To achieve any success, the FN will have to mobilise its 
entire apparatus. The party’s website has been reorganised 
to focus on promoting Le Pen. The FN’s youth movement, 
the Front National de la Jeunesse, is touring the beaches of 
France’s seaside resorts where, protected by the FN’s 
Département Protection Securité heavy mob, they will 
distribute FN kitsch, such as hats, sunglasses and pens, to 
unsuspecting holidaymakers. 

Under the slogan “The battle of France for France”, the 
FN campaign’s main theme will be “rallying the nation” 
However, Le Pen is not contemplating any kind of alliance — 
unless it is completely on his terms — with other reactionary 
candidates. By “rallying the nation”, Le Pen is referring 
only to the voters whom he is inviting to support him 
on the grounds of his “seniority”, a euphemism for his 
advanced age. 

Le Pen’s campaign should be taken seriously. According 
to a recent poll, 10% might vote for him, a result that would 
put him in third place behind the probable mainstream 
candidates, Lionel Jospin and the incumbent, President 
Jacques Chirac. 

The candidate of the FN’s deadly rival, the MNR, the 
much vilified Mégret, is taking the election very seriously 
and has appointed Damien Bariller to lead the campaign to 
gather his 500 signatures. Last July, Mégret wrote to 
30,000 mayors of communities with fewer than 5,000 
inhabitants in a bid to win their support. 

In his letter, he emphasised what separates him from Le 
Pen — his devotion to the “Republic” — but he still needs at 
least 300 signatures. The MNR has the advantage of 
lacking the FN’s notoriety and could win numerous 
nominations in the rural areas of the south. 

However, although its slogan is “Mégret is the future”, the 
MNR is running the risk of becoming merely a souvenir of 
the past. Opinion polls give the party and its would-be 
president less than 1% of the vote and it has almost no 
media presence. Furthermore, Mégret, whose charisma is 
inversely proportional to his personal ambition, is facing the 
prospect of being wiped out by the other right-wing 
candidates. 

Nevertheless, because the MNR is quite well implanted in 
some regions of France, it could play the role of spoilsport 
in next year’s expected parliamentary elections. These 
elections are crucial for both the MNR and the FN because 
they will determine the amount of state funding apportioned 
to them. In 1997, the still-united FN polled 15.24% of the 
vote and received over £4 million funding. Next year it may 
have to share the loot with the MNR, a fact that is likely to 
make the volcanic Le Pen erupt. 








GERMANY 


From Tammy Wild in Berlin 


Third Reich admirer sent 
to prison 


A NOTORIOUS GERMAN NAZI and Auschwitz liar has 
been jailed for inciting racial hatred and defamation. 
Manfred Roeder, 72, was sentenced by a court in the 
northeastern city of Rostock on 29 June to two years and 
three months in prison. The term takes account of an 
earlier one-year suspended term and the time he has 
already spent on remand. 

The charges concerned statements in a speech by 
Roeder at a preelection campaign congress, attended 
by over 300 nazis, of the Nationaldemokratische 
Partei Deutschlands (NPD) in Stavenhagen in January 
1998. At the time, Roeder was a candidate on the 
NPD’ list. 

Roeder had described Ignatz Bubis, the late president 
of the Central Council of German Jews, as a “Gauleiter” 
and “big mouth” and called for the violent overthrow of 
the German Federal Republic. He also claimed that a 
scuffle with anti-fascists at a nazi demonstration he had 
co-organised in Marburg against the “Crimes of the 
Wehrmacht” exhibition had been “a murder attempt 
ordered from above”. 

The judge, Guido Lex, did not mince words about 
Roeder’s opinions, describing him as “a fanatical 
right-wing extremist” who regards the Third Reich as 
“an object of admiration” and draws his “life perspective” 
from it. His outburst in Stavenhagen, said Lex, was 
“a tirade of hate”. 

Summing up, the judge drew attention to Roeder’s 
appalling record of hate crime and murderous terrorism 
and dismissed his claims to have renounced violence as 
“hypocrisy”, adding that he was “filled with antisemitism, 
xenophobia and racial madness”. 

For a long time Roeder seemed able to put himself 
about all over Germany, making inflammatory and 
hate-filled speeches to audiences of NPD members 
and nazi skinheads with impunity. But his charmed 
life caught up with him in December 1999, when he was 
jailed for incitement to racial hatred by a court in 
Grevesmiihlen. In April this year this sentence was 
controversially commuted to a one-year suspended term. 

Since his release from prison in 1990, after serving eight 
. years of a 13-year sentence for involvement in a terrorist 
bomb attack that left two Vietnamese refugees dead, 
Roeder has attracted publicity on several occasions. In 
particular, he has been involved in propaganda and 
practical work to reestablish a German nationalist 
presence in the Russian enclave of Kaliningrad, formerly 
the East Prussian capital, Konigsberg. 

The main element of this activity was to establish a 
German people's farm with the help of nazis from 
abroad, apparently partly financed by the South African 
“Salem Network”. The former British National Party 
official and notorious Jew-baiter Richard Edmonds went 
there as part of this cooperative political venture to teach 
languages. His visits have lengthened and he is reported 
to be spending most of this year there. 

In 1997 Roeder was the subject of an international 
scandal when it was revealed that he had given a 
speech on revanchist themes to officer cadets at the 
German armed forces university in Hamburg, as the 


result of an official invitation, and that the Army had 
donated equipment for his East Prussia project. 

Roeder was involved in attacking and vandalising the 
“Crimes of the Wehrmacht” exhibition in Erfurt and has 
taken part in nazi street marches. Most recently, he 
publicly backed the attempted march by Christian 
Worch’s Freie Kameradschaften in Frankfurt am Main 
on 1 May. 

Now that he is looking at another spell behind bars, 
Roeder is anxious to present himself as a “martyr for the 
cause” and has served notice of an appeal in an attempt 
to drag out the proceedings still further. It will not be his 
final court appearance. 

He is due to go on trial in Frankfurt am Main on 
charges of defaming the state in a circular that he 
mailed to every German MP accusing them of “judaising 
our people”. 
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STATESIDE 


By Devin Burghart and Justin Massa in Chicago 


Damned, defiant and dangerous 
Continuing white supremacist 
violence in the US 


As the sixth anniversary of the Oklahoma City bombing 
passed on 19 April 2001, public attention focused on the 
decline in the mass-based militia movement and the 
circus-like atmosphere surrounding the impending 
execution of Tim McVeigh. While the militia movement 
has declined as a mass phenomenon in the American 
heartland, terror from small groups of racist 
revolutionaries continues unabated. 

On 19 April, a pair of young would-be Aryan warriors 
was quietly nabbed for passing counterfeit money 
at an east coast doughnut shop, foiling their plot to blow 
up a Holocaust memorial and a Jewish museum. 
Meanwhile, a police investigation into neo-Nazi gun- 
running would end a few weeks later in a car chase, 
a hail of gunfire that left three police officers wounded, 
and a white power skinhead dead on a grocery store 
meat locker floor. 

The two incidents are reminders that while much of 
the movement may be focused on wooing the 
mainstream, there is an ever-present threat of violence 
from the vanguardist wing of the white supremacist 
movement in the United States. 


Leo Felton and the White Order of Thule 

At 30, Leo Felton was already a tragic figure when he left 
prison in January. Although he was the child of an 
interracial couple, he had a lengthy history of racist 
violence. The heavily tattooed young man had spent the 
previous 11 years in prison for nearly killing a black cab 
driver in New York and for slitting the throats of 
two fellow black inmates. During his stay in prison, 
he made two discoveries: the White Order of Thule 
and Erica Chase. 

The White Order of Thule (WOT) gave Felton’s racist 
rage focus. WOT is an esoteric neo-Nazi outfit that 
published Fenris Wolf and was known inside prison 
walls for its violence. Felton received copies of Fenris 
Wolf while in a New York penitentiary and became a 
WOT member. (For more on the White Order of Thule, 
see Searchlight, October 2000.) 

The White Order of Thule also gave Felton a partner- 
in-crime. Through the pages of Fenris Wolf, he became 
prison pen pals with Erica Chase, a teenager who moved 
from New Hampshire to Indiana after high school. 
The two quickly began plotting their “racial holy war”. 

Like The Order, the infamous neo-Nazi terror group, 
the two began counterfeiting money to bankroll their 
terror campaign. Upon his parole in January, Felton 
purchased a computer and set to work producing bogus 
bank notes, which he sent to Chase in Indiana. Chase 
used the money to get to Boston, where the two lived 
together until their arrest on 19 April after passing 
phony currency at a Dunkin’ Donuts. 

On 20 June, Felton and Chase were indicted in an 
alleged plot to bomb the New England Holocaust 
Memorial and several other targets. According to the 
indictment, Felton had purchased 50 pounds of 
ammonium nitrate and other bomb-making supplies. 
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The pair will stand trial later this year. 

The full tragedy of Felton’s story is spelled out in a 
handwritten four-page letter to the Boston Herald, in 
which Felton denounced his parents and by extension 
himself: “What they did in comingling [sic] their blood 
was wrong. Evil, even. A government that permits such 
conduct is also, to that extent, wrong.” 

Felton closed the letter written from his jail cell with 
homage to the Order member David Lane, with the 
phrase, “I remain, damned and defiant”. However, with 
his “secret” racial identity exposed, fellow racists 
immediately ostracised Felton. Nonetheless, he remains 
steadfast, “I am what I am. Contaminated, falsely 
condemned, and alienated from my comrades. But a 
lover of Nature [sic] nonetheless, and a lover of the West, 
and ever an unrepentant enemy of the multicultural 
myth,” he wrote. 

Leo Felton was no hero, but Eric Hanson became one 
instantly in a blaze of gunfire. 


Eric Hanson and the National Alliance 

While Felton and Chase were passing counterfeit money 
around Boston, 27-year-old former Marine Eric Hanson 
was driving from Illinois to Georgia, with a carload of his 
new recruits, to attend a National Alliance-sponsored 
anti-immigrant rally. 

Like Felton, Hanson served time in prison for racist 
violence. In 1999 Hanson threatened an interracial 
couple for which he received a year in prison, with 
another year added for weapons violations. 

Both Felton and Hanson were attracted to the white 
power skinhead scene. Just as Felton came across the 
WOT, Hanson found the National Alliance — the neo- 
Nazi organisation led by William Pierce, the author of 
The Turner Diaries. Over the past year, Hanson has 
distributed National Alliance literature throughout the 
Chicago area, recruited new members and attended 
several white supremacist events. 

At a Ku Klux Klan rally in December, eyewitnesses 
claim Hanson attacked a black woman as she walked 
back from protesting against the event. Hanson also 
attended World Church of the Creator rallies in Illinois 
and the big Nordic Fest white power concert in 
Kentucky. 

What led to Hanson's downfall was not passing phony 
money but dealing in illegal weapons. After an 
investigation, plain-clothes police officers approached 
Eric Hanson as he sat in his vehicle outside his home on 
4 June. When the officers notified Hanson that he was 
under arrest, he sped off. Officers followed him to a 
grocery store parking lot where Hanson opened fire on 
the officers, hitting one in the neck and thigh and the 
other in his bulletproof vest. Hanson then entered the 
store, came out again to shoot at the police, returned to 
the store, ordered everyone out and hid. At 3:00 am a 
remote-controlled bomb squad robot entered the store 
but could not locate Hanson. After nearly three hours of 
searching, a tactical weapons team located him in a 
meat locker. Hanson began shooting and police 
returned fire. 

Unlike Felton, whose arrest alienated him from 
his erstwhile cohorts, Hanson’s death made him a 
legend. A barrage of National Alliance emails 
memorialised Hanson noting, “Make no mistake 
about it, this is how they are waging their war and 
Eric was an intended casualty ... He joins the growing 
number of brave warriors in the Record of Martyrs,” 
and, “We are patriots, not terrorists, but rest assured. 
Eric will be avenged!” 


20 years ago 
August 1981 


South Africa 


The Italian fascist Max 
Bollo, whose contacts 
abroad have included 
members of the League of 
St George and British 
Movement, has appeared 
in court in South Africa 
charged with terrorist 
offences. 

At a hearing before a 
magistrates court in early 
June it was announced that 
the Transvaal Attorney 
General had decided that 
Bollo and another Italian, 
Fabio Miriello, would face 
seven charges of sabotage, 
three of participating in 
terrorist activities, two of 
housebreaking with intent to steal, and one of receiving stolen 
property. Both have pleaded not guilty to all charges. 

Bollo and Mirello are accused with others of having belonged to 
the ‘White Commando’ which claimed responsibility for a series of 
explosions last year at the offices of multi-racial organisations and 
at the home of liberal academics. Bollo is alleged to have 
participated in bomb attacks on the offices of Professor Lombard 
of Pretoria University and Professor Maritz of the University of 
South Africa, and on the home of Dr D W Watterson last January. 
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10 years ago 
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Irving invites 
liar Leuchter to 
Britain 

The Home Secretary was 
bombarded by protests 
from leaders of survivors’ 
groups, Members of 
Parliament and Jewish 
community leaders, 

after it became clear 
from a leak from inside 
the far right that the 
pro-nazi historian David 
Irving intends to invite 
Fred Leuchter, the totally 
unqualified so-called 
"Holocaust expert", 

to speak in Britain 

in November. 

The two nazi sympathisers are well known to each other from 
their appearances as witnesses in the trial of German-Canadian 
revisionist Ernst Zindel and their attendances at Holocaust 
revisionist conferences in the USA, which are organised each year 
by the arch antisemite, Willis Carto... 

During the Zundel trial Leuchter was totally destroyed as a 
witness. Now he has admitted to the US courts that he does not 
even have the basic qualification as an engineer needed to 
practise in the States... 

Irving too is on the road again this summer, both in the USA and 
in South Africa. 
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